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INTERNATIONAL 


ARTICLE HITS U.S., PRC INTERFERENCE IN AFGHANISTAN 


Kiev POD ZNAMENEM LENINIZMA in Russian No 17, Sep 79 signed to press 29 
Aug 79, pp 67-70 


[Article by Vladimir Volkodav: "The Secret War Against Afghanistan"|] 


[Text] Washington and Peking are behind the back of 
the counterrevolutionary conspirators. 


The water is quiet, without a splash it parts before a man who trudges 
slowly with a heavy load in his arms. Coming out on the shore, the diver 
lax’s down rifles, pistols, submachine guns and sets out for a new load. 

A group of people in protective clothing carefully count each piece of 
weaponry and copy the plant number and the manufacturing country: "Made 
in China," "Made i:. the USA."" The pile of weapons grows, and the end of 
the work is not in sight. It is a comparatively small river, pictur- 
esquely complementing the appearance of ancient Herat, and stuffed to the 
rim, it seems, with a deadly load. 


The people's armed forces had just suppressed a rebeilion in the city, 
which is situated in west Afghanistan. Not being able to flee, the coun- 
terrevolutionaries and their abettors, being careful of their tracks, had 
drowned the weapons in the river at night. For several days at the be- 
ginning of March 1979 they had telt themselves the owners of Herat, they 
used guns and blades and set fires. Now they were broken up and scat- 
tered. The wretched remnants of the bands, having imposed brutal vio- 
lence on the peaceful population, had fled to the mountains. They 

hid, so when the time is favorable they will again inflict a blow on the 
back of the people who rise up in struggle against a Middle Ages-like 
past. There will be no shortage of amas: the organizers of the rebel- 
lion, striving with the help of their stooges to turn revolutionary prog- 
ress backward, are ready to supply them in unlimited amounts. And there 


i 


are other methods in the counterrevolutionaries' arsenal. 


I saw the crowd, blinded with fury, falling upon a man. The hysterical 
cry, "Death to the unbeliever..." was heard. During the judicial inquiry 
it was explained that a mullah had incited the people to murder a teacher 


of the local school who had voluntarily helped workers of an operational 








group that had come from the capital to distribute land. "The mullah 
said they had come to lay a road, because of which they will demolish our 
mosgue,"’ they said at the bar. This occurred not far from Kandahar, the 
second city in size, which is located south of the capital. 


Internal reaction and the foreign circles who support it have been scared 
by the prospects of the building of a new society in a Moslem state in 
the center of the Asian continent that was opened up after the victory of 
the April 1978 revolution; the socio-economic policy of the Afghan lead- 
ership, which was aimed at eradicating the remnants of feudalism and at 
developing the country along noncapitalist routes was not to their taste. 
The young Afghan republic's opposition was especially intensified after 
it became clear that the land reform that had been proclaimed was intend- 
ed to eliminate large-scale land ownership, usury and extortionate inter- 
mediation in the marketing of agricultural output. In the secret war 
against Afghanistan, which is acquiring an increasingly clearer shape, 
reaction is laying its bets on religion. 


For in Afghanistan the mullah is not only the servant of religion. He 
is the repository of literacy, the intermediary in social and economic 
disputes, and, in the eyes of the downtrodden peasant, he is the only re- 
pository, “from God," of “law and justice." 


On the eve of the April 1978 revolution Afghanistan was among the five 
est nations of the world: per capita income was $160 per year, il- 
literacy reached 90 percent, and infant mortality was 50 percent. 
Throughout the whole country there were, in all, 847 physicians and 792 
engineers. But the servants of religion, of all classes and ranks, num- 
bered more than 300,000. Living, formally, on the voluntary sacrifice of 
the community anu the faithful, the mullahs were in practice supported by 
feudal lords. Without their direct participation not one important event 
in the life of the country or of the individual could take place. 


With the elimination of the economic basis for feudalism--large-scale 
land ownership, the clergy lost not only the main source of income but 
also the possibility of active influence on the formulation of the new 
regime's socio-economic policy. The most reactionary portion of the 
clergy were not reconciled to the loss of their privileges.... 


fhe rumor spread about the countryside that women and children will be 
taken away from home and "sent" to God knows where to learn God knows what. 
A crowd of residents gathers by the building of the village council to 
find out what is going on. The rumors are not confirmed, and the people 
begin to break up, asking the question, just why had they come here. But 
in neighboring hamlets "reliable" rumors were creeping about that the 
new authorities were taking women and children away from their husbands 
and fathers, and when the women try to exert opposition they are dealt 
with harshly. 


in the bazaar and in the stores, in the roadside caravan barns and in the 
fields, you will find a “voluntary eyewitness" who confirms that "that's 








the way it is.” At the same time, they add that the “muilah, who inter- 
vened for the fa.thful” also “was dealt with harshly." For centuries the 
Afghan peasant has been accustomed to subordinating himself unquestion- 
ingly to the mullah and the feudal lord--the zamindar, so not everyone 
doubts even an obvious lie right away. 


Akhmad Gol, a 25-year old peasant who was arrested while crossing the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan border as a member of a diversionary group, ex- 
plained his affiliation with the terrorist band this way: 


"The reverend muilah Sadek said that the new authorities were kiiling 
the servants of Allah and faithful Moslems, they harbored me as a lay 
brother in the Kandahar higher religious school, and then they took me 
across the border for training in fighting the unbelievers." 


It was the task of this group, as the arrested persons have testified, to 
organize antigovernment actions, sabotage, and the murder of representa- 
tives of local organs of authority and members of the People's Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan. 


In the cities, reaction resorts to more refined methods of antigovernment 
propaganda. After the suppression of the rebellion in Herat at the begin- 
ning of March of this year, securi.y organs of the DRA [Democratic Repub- 
lic of Afghanistar arrested a mullah who ... completely tore up a Koran, 
tie book which is sacred to every Moslem, and threw pages separately into 
a public toilet. This, he ~.1] say, is what the new regime has come to. 
The mullah was, in the direct sense of the word, caught with his hands 
full. 


And the representatives of the former feudal aristocracy and the higher 
military and civil officialdom of the overthrown regime, who had been de- 
prived of privileges, hated the revolution. At the beginning of the 
197\)'s all the land of the province of Farah--one of the largest in the 
nation--was actually owned by five family clans. Their authority was so 
great that no one was able even * tart a family without their prior 
permission. There was great material wealth in the hands of this group- 
ing of enemies of the people's regime, and it maintained wide internation- 
al connections. Almost all member f the grouping were connected by 
close kinship ties with the bosses of the Afghan tribes. The fact is that 
in Afghanistan nomads alone number more than ? million. Even the set- 
tled population has an exceptionally well-developed consciousm <s of trib- 
al membership. The central authorities traditionally relied upon the sup- 
port of local armed volunteers of the tribes. The army's officer corps 
came from the tribal leadership element. The dynasty that ruled Afghani- 
stan belonged to the Pushtoon tribes of Durrani. Kinship and tribal rela- 
tions still play a dominant role in many parts of the country. It is not 
surprising that many members of the defeated bands that penetrated Aighan- 
istan from abroad had only one explanation for their actions: 


ai 


"The khan ordered it.... 








[he counterrevolutionary forces that tound a comfortable spot in emigra- 
tion are counting on kindling intertribal differences. 


Numerogs emigrant organizations and groupings have based themselves in 
Yeshawar, the administrative center of inc northwestern border province 

of Pakistan, having declared a “holy war" on the “godless,” which, accord- 
ing to their definition, is the DRA government--"The Islamic Party of 
Afghanistan," "The Islamic Society of Afghanistan," "The Revolutionary 
islamic Movement of Afghanistan,’' and "The National Front of Free Afghani- 
stan." Judging by the reports vf the mass media of the West, the organi- 
zations mentioned are uniting heterogeneous counterrevolutionary ele- 
ments--from the "Moslem Brotherhood" society, which has taken root deeply 
in feudal Afghan society and which came out for restrictions on temporal 
power even under the monarchy, to the monarchists of the so-called "intel- 
lectual opposition." Even the bosses of the emigrant rabble are all mixed 
up in their social membership. Here are former professor of theology of 
kabul University 8. Rabbani, the Islamic irregular fighter Gul ‘beddin, 
and even members of the Afghan royal house, the sirdar Abdul Vali, who, it 
has been reported, went to Pakistan in the sprirg of this year for active 
participation in the struggle against the new order in Afghanistan. 


In inflating the scale of action of the Afghan conterrevolution in every 
possible way, the Western press, in the interests of its owners, recogniz- 
at its leaders agree on only one thing--the aspiration to overthrow 
w regime and to sink it in blood. However, not one counterrevolu- 
ary grouping has advanced any kind of positive program of action. 


fhe isolation of the counterrevolution trom actual Afghan conditions is 
becoming especially convincing in the example of such Maoist groupings as 
the "Sholeye Dzhavid [transliterated], "Sorkha" and the nationalistic 
"Setame Melli." 


A single, strong democratic Afghanistan does not figure in Peking's hegem- 
istic plans. Therefore, shortly after the revolution the Maoists and 
the nationalists jointly and openly came out against the people's govern- 
nent. A secret congress of the Maoist groupings of nationalists and other 

counterrevolutionary organizations that met in Herat in January of this 
year was the prelude to the bloody rebellion. In one of the periods of 
the greatest activity of extreme rightist counterrevolutionary organiza- 
tions, which coincided with the first anniversary of the April revolution, 
the band cf a certain Kalakani, who had taken refuge under high-flown 
"Peking" phraseology but announced that he was ready to serve anyone who 
would come out against the existing government, moved from the north into 
the Kabul area. 


As the develcnpment of events after the April revolution indicated, the in- 
ternal counterrevolution, despite the diversity of forms of subversive ac- 
tivity, never could get consolidated within the country. The dirty sland- 
er, masked by Islam, was refuted in the consciousness of even the most 
lowntrodden, backward peasant by the fact that the people's state, for the 
first time in history, had provided them with and. The diehard 














naLionalists proved to be not in a position t unter what was positive 
about the new nationality policy--the government proclaimed the equal ity 
ot all nationalities; tne publication of newspapers and booxs and brosad- 
casts and teaching in the native languages were arranged; and the cul*ure 
yf each nationality inhabiting Afghanistan was being deveioped at an ac- 
elerated pace. In contrast with the charges of “godlessness" was the 

proclamation of freedom of religion, the respect of the state for Islam, 
concern for the vast Islamic cultural heritage, the granting of wide pos- 
sibilities to servants of the church to conduct religious affairs, in- 


‘ IZ inp evening sermons, yer nat Lona television. 


The pseudoprogressiveness of the Maoists and of other ultraieftists has 
become obvious in light of the tate’s concern for improving the material 
and nonmmaterial living conditions of the working class, the peasantry and 
ill the country's workers. The people's government countered the in- 
trigues of reaction among the tribes with a vast program of help to the 
nomads, the results of which showed up in the first months of the new re- 
gime’s existence. I* is no accident that one of the leaders of the Afghan 
emigration into Pakistan complained *o Western journalists that the ter- 
rorists, who had been dispatched from the territory of this country, had 
to deal with tighters of the volunteer guards of the local tribes of Al- 
mari, who threw the uninvited “liberators" back into Pakistan. An elo- 
quent admission! 


However, the counterrevolutionary forces have not stopped their subversiv« 
activity. Each time the same handwriting is observed--the handwriting of 
mperialism. Not a week had pa ed atter Afghanistan’ Apri. revolution 
when the mass information media resources of the West, referring to “in- 
formed persons," had already began to fabricate conjectures about "perse- 
cution" in this country, about “large-scale discontent” which supposedly 
was ripening in Afghanistan. Each step of the people's social order was 
declared ahead of time to be "contrary to the interests of the whole na- 
tion.” Even when the success of a routine democratic reform had become 
obvious, they said without a se i's hesitation it was “collapsing.” And 
‘09 it was, for example, with lard reform. The campaign in the Western 
press about "the hand of Moscow" and "the dangerous approach of communism" 
o the strategic oil communicatiuns lines of the West in the region of the 


Persian Gulf gained a special magnitude. 


However, the purposes of thi ampaign do not mislead anyone. The pro- 
found socio-economic transformations that are occurring in Afghanistan and 
the principled peace-loving policy in questions of international rela- 
tions violated the “equilibrium of instability” in the region that the USA 
and the KNR [People’s Republic of China] need for interfering in the in- 


ternal affairs of the country of this region. 
it is worthwhile in th: mnection to dwell on the facts of the recent 
past....The Iranian newspaper, JOURNAL DE TEHRAN, wrote straight out that 


the revolution in Afghanistan requires further rearmament of the Shah of 
Iran with modern American weapons (the sharp change in Afyhanistan, as is 








wn, preceded the anti-imperialist revolution in Iran), noting: that 
recognition by the neighboring countries of the new government in Afghani- 
tan does not at all mean that this step will be openhearted. 


fhe bourgeois press proclaims day and night the need to strengthen the 
“detenses" of the Near East, to create new blocs with ‘he participation 
of the Shah of Iran, to isolate Afghanistan in the uncon. *::d sovement, in 
which this country enjoys merited authority. All this propagesndistic fuss 
was invoked in order to give the imperialist powers and the KNRK a plausi- 
ble excuse for interference in the internal affairs of democratic 
Afyonanistan. 


‘eports about the participation of Peking representatives in the Herat re- 
bellion and in other subversive actions against the DRA have raised a 
"storm of indignation” on the part of Peking, which, obviously, *a= ele- 
ited hypocrisy to the level of state policy. However, the facts ir j'cate 
that China began subversive activity against the DRA right after th. °<vo- 
lution. It was Peking that sanctioned the activity of the terrorist bund 
\itghanistan's Badakhshan and Nuristan and supplied them generously 
with arms, money and subversive literature, organizing diversi-~nary 
training in special camps both within China itself and on Pakistan terri- 
tory. And in Badakhshan, moreover, Peking's ins*igators drove army trucks 
th powerful amplifiers directly to the Chinese-Afghan border, calling 
‘he overthrow of the lawful government of the DRA. 


end of September 1978 Paris's AURORE reported that Hua Guo-feng 


h veld a meeting with the chief military administrator of Pakistan, Gen- 

: Zia ul Haq, during which it was decided to prevent by any means a 
gthening of the new regime in Afghanistan. Tne Shah's security po- 

lice, SAVAK, then accelerated its activity among Afghanistan's Shi'ites. 


Peking, not being satisfied with shipping arms to the rebels through the 
hina-Afghan frontier and training rebels on its own territory, began to 
‘lve Pakistan and certain Arab countries in their efforts. Chinese 

tary specialists began to trequent sAarakorum Highway, which connects 
tan's Kashmir with Sin'tszyan [|transliterated! and arms poured into 
an emigration centers in Pakistan. The Pakistan-Afghan frontier was 
more accessible for crossing, and numerous Pushtoon tribes, the conflicts 


> 


iT y whom can pe played upon, are ittered about th region, and 


, , 


‘he W : rat lia ; rom Pe shawar ’ 


not difficult to observe the acceleration of anti-Afghan subversion 
hina in Pakistan, which, on the other hand, is directed against the 
erests of Pakistan itself. In this country, judging even by Pakistan 
reports, by no means are all the political forces coming out for an 
expansion of its participation in afgressicn against the DRA. Ther:fore, 
the policy of Peking’s current leaders, who are striving to urge the Is- 
mmabad government on to vigorous action, have clearly aimed at igniting 
jisorder in Pakistan--all of a sudden they will be catching fish in muddy 
ater!’ At present the main forces of the Afghan counterrevolution, in- 
luding the camp for training the irregular ithe Sholeye Dzhavid, are 








Situated in Pakistan. And stil] another touch: according to the ceban- 
ese weekly AL-KIFAKH AL-ARABI, the ARE [Arab Republic of Egypt] ambassa- 
dor in Islamabad meets constantly with tiie icaders of this propaganda or- 
ganization, turning over to it large sums ror conducting subversive activ- 
ity in Afghanistan. 


The year 1979 saw a substantial weakening of the USA's position in the 
Near cast. In February, as a result of 4 general people's r<volt, the 
Shah’s regime in Ivan was overthrown. "There is, Lowever, no basis to 
suppose,” wrote the Parisian. newspaper FIGARO, “that the United States, 
having suffered a serious defeat in Iran, will refrain from further ac- 
tion in this region.” 


Nowadays, one of the main strategic targets of Washington in the region 
has become the striving to entice into the camp hostile to the USSR the 
States and parties that adhere to the “radical Moslem political concept.” 
The main object of these efforts, FIGARO emphasizes, remains iran, and 
one of the levers for achieving this aim is destabilization of the situa- 
tion in Afghanistan. It is necessary to introduce an important amund- 
ment: when crere is a favorable development in the situation from Wash- 
ington’'s viewpoint, Atghanistan would scarcely be the USA's only lever 
for achieving globe! aims. 


information, about the escalation of American efforts with regard to Af- 
ghanistan began to ooze out onto tie pages of the world press back in the 
winter of this year. On 23 February the White House announced the cessa- 
tion of prograns of assistance to Afghanistan, agreement on which had been 
reached earlier. In April, according to reports in the Arab presc, the 
TsRU [CIA] receiv.d a special directive in which this department was or- 
dered to pay special attention to a study of the religious trends in cer- 
tain countries of the Fast, particularly in Afghanistan, and to establish 
control over ine activity of religious organizations with a view to avoid- 
ing a repetition of the Iranian events in the future. 


In May some 20 military camps, where members of the counterrevolutionary 
organizations that are against the people's regime in the DRA are being 
trained, were already operating under CIA control on Pakistan territory, 
along the Afghan border. Incidentally, the headquarteis of the counter- 
revolution in Peshawar was located in premises rented by an American rep- 
resentative, and its ringleaders are regularly instructed by CIA staff 
workers. Hese the Americans have established radio equipment that will 
enable communications to be maintained with all the diversionary groups 
sent to Afghan territory. 


With a view to provoking and stirring up differences between the DRA and 
its neighbors, American intelligence all over the world uses °xtremist 
Moslem organizations, particularly the Moslem Brotherwhood. In May th- 
weekly NEWSWEEK (USA) reported that the question of the USA's “secret in- 
tervention” in Afghanistan on the side of the opponents of the existing 
government was being discussed widely in Washington. 














Later events on the Afghan-Pakistan frontier confirmed vhat ail the re- 
ports had a rea! bas:s. On 8 June Radio Kabul reported about battles be- 
tween DRA forces and the Pakistan wilitia n the Afghan border provinces 
of Nangrahar, Piktia and Kunar. This endeavor to provoke a border con- 
flict for the purposes of later interfering widely in the affairs of both 
countries and of stirring up a conflict between them was interrupted, 
thanks to decisive action of the DRA's People's Armed Forces and the DRA‘'s 
inhabitants. 


[t should be noted that Pakistan, being now the main base of Afghan coun- 
terrevol\itionary and anti-Afghan activity of the foreign powers, at first 
repeatedly declared its striving to maintain friendly relations with 
neighboring Aighanistan. A number of meetings were held between represen- 
tatives of the two countries that yielded positive results in a plan to 
establish mutual understanding between the parties concerned and to devel- 
op mutually advantageous collaboration. But apparently, at the present 
stage, the bosses in Pakistan have joined those forces which, in the 

earch for a way out of an economic crisis, are gambling on participation 
n the adventures against neighboring countries that were inspired and are 
being paid fer by imperialism. Kelying upon them, the USA and KNR managed 


to induce («x AiSlan government at first to let its land be used for the 
organizat’'.. of activity hostile to Afghanistan, and then or an increas- 
ngly wid cale they will involve Pakistan in it. 

Th. 


till reason to presume, the foreign press notes, that American 
Jip omats have done everything possible to exacerbate Pakistan-Afghan re- 
lations. In particular, in April a highly piaced representative of the 
American administration who visited Pakistan signed an agreement for the 
shipment of new io's of weapons for the Pakistan Army. Peking, for its 
part, 1s making use of the striving of militaristic circies of Pakistan to 
get hold of their own atomic weapon, and, judging by everything, it has 
proposed to help Pakistan to create it in exchange for support for the 
Afghan rebels. 


Why, against the background of these and other similar facts are there de- 
nials on the part of the KNR, the USA and Pakistan relative to their par- 
ticipation in anti-Afghan activity? The secret war against the new 

Afghanistan goes on full tilt, and today it is no longer a secret to any- 
one that Washington and Peking are behind the counterrevolutionary rebels. 


opyright: Izdatel'stvo "“Radyans'ka Ukrayina", "Pod 7namenem Leninizma", 
1979. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


PROBLEMS OF ASIAN-PACIFIC ZONE ANALYZED 


Moscow MIROVAYA EKONOMIKA I MEZHDUNARODNYYE OTNOSHENTYA in Russian No 11, 
Nov 79 signed to press 25 Oct 79 pp 49-59 


| Edited version of report by Ye. M. Primakov, director of the Institute 
of Oriental Studies, USSR Academy of Scic1ces, and academician, delivered 
at recent Khabarovsk Conference: "Basic Tendencies in the Development 

of the International Situation in the Asian-Pacific Region" ] 


[Text] The 14th Pacific Scientific Congress was held 
in Khabarovsk from 20 August to 1 September 1979. It 
was attended by about 2,000 Soviet and foreign scien- 
tists representing over 50 countries in the area as 
well as international organizations such as UNESCO, 
UNEP, FAO, WHO, and others. The congress was held 
under the slogan of "The Natural Resources of the 
Pacific Ocean for the Good of Mankind." 





The greetings of the USSR Council of Ministers to the 
participants in the forum stated, among others, that 
"The Soviet Union, as a Pacific power, is inverested 
in helping to expand studies of scientific probiems 
in the Pacific Ocean and adjacent areas, and to con- 
tribute to the growth of the prosperity of the 
peoples. The Pacific region inhabited by about one- 
half of the population on earth plays an important 
role in the fate of the entire planet. It contains 
incalculable minerals and biological wealth and is 
an important area of international navigation and 
fishing. It has a great influence on shaping the 
climate of our planet and on the condition of the 
human natural environment. Its resources must truly 
serve all mankind and the objectives of progress and 
construction." 








The reports submitted at the congress sections con- 
sidered basic problems of oceanography, geology, 
geography, ecology, and other disciplines. 


The congress dealt extensively with social, economic, 
and political problems of the Pacific area. The 
editors submit to the attention of their readers the 
report submitted at the plenary session of the con- 
gress dy Academician Ye. M. Primakov, director of 

the USSR Academy of Sciences Institute of Oriental 
Studies. 





Many of the reports submitted at the 14th Pacific Congress--in the fields 
of oceanography, biology, ocean ecology, ecology of the bottom of the 
sea, and ocean studies--were aimed at resolving basic scientific pro- 
blems. Their elaboration is of very promising importance to the inten- 
Sive and rational utilization of natural resources in the interest of 

all mankind and, above all, of that part of mankind inhabiting the area 
of the Pacific. 





However, the implementation of the achievements of the natural sciences 
and further successes in scientific research are not determined alone 
but are largely based on processes which develop beyond the pale of 
oceanographic studies. 


One of the main characteristics of the scientific and technical revolu- 
tion today is its tremendous role in the development of production inter-- 
nationalization and drastic intensification of the interdependence 
between the natural and social realms of human activities. International 
relations, consisting of the elements of cooperation, competition, and 
conflict, become, under such circumstances, part of this environment in 
which science, which has become today a most important production force, 
is developing. Therefore, the concept of "environment" acquires a 
broader interpretation, including the dynamics of the international 
political and economic circumstances. The topic of this report is this 
dynamics in terms of the Pacific area. 





I 


The Pacific region holds a unique position in the contemporary world, 
above all from the viewpoint of the solution of the main problem facing 
mankind--the problem of war and peace. If we consider that the USSR, 
the United States, the PRC, Japan, and Western Europe, integrated within 
the European Economic Community, represent the main "geometric figure" 
which determines the structure of contemporary international relations, 
the Pacific area plays a primary role in relations among the peaks of 
that figure. Suffice it to say that the USSR, United States, Japan, and 
PRC are located in this area. From this viewpoint (particularly after 
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the fina! act concluded at the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe lowered the tension in the European part of the world) it is a 
very dangerous zone in terms of the development of global contradictions. 
On the other hand, the stabilization of relations among the leading 
Pacific powers could have a normalizing influence on the entire inter- 
national climate. 


By virtue of this influence relations between the Soviet Union and the 
United States are exceptionally important, as they are militarily and 
economically the most powerful states representing the two opposite 
world sociopolitical systems. 


As we know, a Soviet-—American parity of strategic forces was established 
at the turn of the 1970's. That period was also noted by a process of 
detente of international tension marked by the abandonment of the cold 
war and the assertion of the principles of peaceful coexistence in 
relations among the members of the two opposite sociopolitical systems. 
Using the favorable circumstances of political detente, the Suviet Union 
energized its policy aimed at lowering the ievel of Soviet-American 
forces within the existing strategic balance, taking into consideration 
the need for the equal security of the sides. 


Unquestionably, the treaty initialed between the USSR and the United 
States on limiting strategic offensive armaments (SALT II), on 18 June, 
in Vienna, by L. I. Brezhnev, CPSU Central Committee general secretary 
and USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium chairman, and J. Carter, U.S. presi- 
dent, is a major event not only in bilateral Soviet-American relations 
but in global politics as a whole. The treaty will substantially con- 
tribute to the stabilization of the world strategic circumstances. The 
SALT II treaty has a content far richer than the temporary agreement con- 
cluded in its time between the Soviet Union and the United States on 
some measures in the field of limiting strategic offensive weapons. It 
iS a convincing example of the possibility for reaching agreement on a 
most complex problem involving tens of strategic and military-technical 
parameters. 


As to the significance of the new SALT II treaty as it directly applies 
to the Pacific zone, let us note, first of all, its general positive 
influence on the military-political circumstances in the area. This is 
very important, above all from the viewpoint of the struggle against the 
armament “mini-race" and, particularly, against the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons in the area. According to available data among the 
Pacific countries and territories Taiwan and South Korea could become 
the potential possessors of such a weapon. 


At the same time, the new Soviet-American SALT II treaty has provisions 
related not only indirectly but directly to the future development of 
the strategic circumstances in the area. Thus, in particular, the 
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protocol attached to the treaty stipulates the obligation not to deploy 
cruise missiles with a range in excess of 400 kilometers whether launched 
at sea or from ground launching pads (which should remain effective 
through 31 December 1951 unless the protocol is replaced before that time 
with an agreement on further measures for the limitation of strategic 
offensive armaments). In other words, it bans systems of strategic 
armaments which could be directly deployed by the United States and the 
USSR on navy ships and ground launching pads within this area. 
Unquestionably, such measures are a limitation imposed on the arms race 
in the area and contribute to the stabilization of the strategic 
circumstances. 


The governmental and political leaders of a number of countries in the 
Asian-Pacific zone and public organizations are active supporters of the 
SALT II Treaty. The only country in the Pacific area which has given a 
negative assessment to this most important document is the PRC. Obviously, 
the Chinese leadership proceeds not from the logic of development of 
international relations but from its own narrow position which is the 
desire to heat up tension in relations between the United States and the 
Soviet Union. Furthermore, at all international levels and using all 
available rostrums, China is opposing any disarmament. It is trying to 
acquire considerable volumes of modern Western military equipment and to 
modernize its own armaments industry. 


Alcag with the measures to restrict and, subsequently, reduce strategic 
armaments, the normalizing of intergovernmental relations is having an 
unquestionable influence on the political circumstances in the area of 
the Pacific Ocean. The solution of this problem might seem by itself to 
contribute to the stabilization of the peace and security in the area. 
However, practical experience knows of a number of attempts to "normalize’ 
intergovernmental relations by engaging in balancing among the individual 
centers of the "polygon" and use the polycentrism in the contemporary 
world with a view to strengthening the positions of the United States in 
its confrontation with the Soviet Union. 


Under conditions characterized by both the confrontation between the 

USSR and the United States on the global level and Beijing's anti-Soviet 
policy, a rapprochement with the PRC on the part of the United States or 
other countries maintaining military-political ties with the United 
States in one or another way, tends to the creation of anti-Soviet, anti- 
communist coalitions. Such a variant of "normalization" has a destruc- 
tive nature fraught with adverse consequen-es to the cause of the peace 
and security of the peoples. 


Already now the desire to strengthen China as an anti-Soviet force 
directed, in particular, against the allies of the USSR in the area, is 
contributing to the strengthe ing of China's expansionistic line in Asia. 
On this dangerous field Beijing has gone so far as to launch an armed 
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attack on the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. China is relocating to its 
southern borders numerous divisions and materiel. It continues to 
threaten Vietnam and Laos. It is supporting the remnants of the Pol Pot 
gangs. It is concentrating in the South China Sea landing ships. It is 
formulating territorial claims of the Spratly Archipelago, and the 
[Senkaku] and Paracel Islands and it is asking for a revision of the 
maritime borders in the Gulf of Tonkin. 


The Chinese leaders are trying to use the “normalizing" of their rela- 
tions with the United States and Japan as advantageously as possible for 
the sake of the accelerated creation of a powerful military-industrial 
potential. A comprehensive assessment of the possible consequences of 
such a policy pursued by the United States would lead to the conclusion 
that equipment and technology which could be used for military objec- 
tives, as well as armaments’ supplied to the PRC would not necessarily 
encourage the behavior of the Chinese leadership in a direction desirable 
by the United States and other Western powers, particularly taking into 
consideration the profound Sino-Japanese contradictions and expansion- 
istic trends in the same area--Southeast Asia. 


The trend toward the ever greater involvement of Japan in U.S. military 
strategy is quite alarming. This is accompanied by the growth of Japan's 
military potential, the further qualitative strengthening of its army and 
navy, and the aspiration of some circles to acquire nuclear armaments. 
Pursuing speculative and dangerous objectives, some people depict the 
policy of the Soviet Union toward Japan as threatening its security. 

This is a pretext for waging a campaign for the removal of the constitu- 
tional restrictions on the creation of a regular army and the conversion 
of Japan into a major military power in the area. 


The danger is intensified bv the fact that, proceeding on the basis of 
its interests, the United States is encouraging Japan's rapprochement 
with the PRC. We know that it is precisely the United States that 
encouraged Japan to sign the Sino-Japanese peace and friendship treaty 
which contained the Chinese formulation of "hegemonism." This, in par- 
ticular, is confirmed by the statements made by Z. 8Srzezinski, assistant 
to the U.S. president on national security affairs. In the course of 
his trip to the PRC, in May 147", he emphasized that the Sino-Japanese 
treaty, including the item on "“hegemonism" will be "consistent with the 
global strategy of the United States and the PRC." 


Until recently, Japan used its arrival to the peak of the "polygon," 
determining contemporary international relations and a sharply increased 
economic potential, comparable with that of the United States, the USSR, 
and the European Economic Community, mainly in the guise of its "special 
role" in Southeast Asia (based on economic cooperation, the Fukuda 
Doctrine, and so on) and in the Far East (on the basis of its special 
relationship with South Korea). Now, taking the "Chinese aspect" into 
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consideration in its foreign policy, Japan will obviously try to expand 
its possibilities as one of the “power centers." 


Such a turn would inevitably adversely affect the entire circumstances 
in Asia and the Pacific area. 


The increased emphasis on “balancing™ among "power centers," in 

United States politics, aimed at isolating the USSR, is assuming a par- 
ticularly destabilizing nature under the conditions of the existence, 
development, and potential outbreak of dangerous international conflicts 
in Asia. What distinguishes such conflicts from each other is their 
sociopolitical nature, and sources and reasons for their outbreak. How- 
ever, the biggest and, consequently, most dangerous among them are, one 
way or another, linked with outside "power centers." 


It should be also noted that along with the desire to use China in 
plans and to rely on Japan as a main ally in the area. the U.S. military- 
political doctrine in the area of the Pacific includes two more elements: 
the “bas:c strategy" and reliance on military blocs and alliances. 


All American bases and other military sites in the Pacific zone represent 
a Single system. The United States is ascribing ever greater importance 
to the island of Guam which is an important element in the so-called 
"second defence arc." Of late the construction of a variety of military 
projects and installations has been energized on other Micronesian 
islands (Tinian, Saipan, Kwajalein) which, in violation of corresponding 
United Nations decisions on the demilitarization of such territories, 

the United States is planning to convert into its most important out- 
posts in the Pacific Ocean. Of late U.S. military circles have been 
actively seex ag new methods to ensure a military presence in the Pacific 
area which would make possible the effective application of military 
power in the U.S. interest. They are formulating plans for the con- 
struction of mobile floating military bases which could be "tugged" to 
anv part of the ocean. 


It is well known that the United States maintains special military- 
political relations and has bilateral treaties with a number of 
countries and regimes: with Japan, the Phillipines, Thailand, and South 
Kore . The United States is linked with Australia and New Zealand 

thro h the ANZUS bloc. "Military aid" agreements made in Washington, 
and \ » sale of weapons on a commercial basis are spreading to an even 
broad range of countries. 


The en: ‘gizing of the bloc strategy could greatly increase the complexity 
of the ituation in the Asian region. In particular, the broadening of 
ANZUS * including in this organization some countries in Oceania and 

the inve vement in the bloc of Japan, in some ways, as is frequently 
mentione today in Canberra and Tokyo, would substantially disturb the 
stability of the area and would have very adverse consequences for the 
cause of \e peace. 
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As before, the circumstances on the Korean peninsula remains a de- 
stabilizing factor. The militarization of South Korea, organically 
linked here with the preservation of U.S. military presence, is 
increasing. In recent years a peculiar Washington-Tokyo-Seoul triple 
alliance has been energized. 


It is obvious, therefore, that the present military-political circum- 
stance in the Pacific area does not, all in a)l, correspond to the 
requirement of stabilizing peaceful condition: and the security of the 
nations and does not contribute to the elaboration of an efficient 
system of international relations. 


In its approach to the specific military-political situation in the area 
of the Pacific, the Soviet Union is guided by the fact that the main in 
the series of global problems is that of preventing a world war. As 

L. I. Brezhnev pointed out, “Should we be able to resolve the main pro- 
blem--that of preventing a new world war and ensuring a lasting peace-- 
this would open new outstanding possibilities for the population on 
earth." 


Naturally, the most important landmark on the way to the solution of 
this problem is the further normalizing of relations between the Soviet 
Union and the United States. Official Soviet documents and speeches 
have emphasized that the USSR favors the continued solution of problems 
of limiting strategic armaments. It favors a continuing search for 
means to reduce the level of the strategic balance between the Soviet 
Union and the United States with the strict observance of the principle 
of equality and equal security of the sides. 


The Soviet Union also follows a line of improving relations with China. 
As has been repeatedly stated, the Soviet Union is ready to initiate 
talks with China, including talks on preparation of a new agreement 
(replacing the 1950 treaty). Our count’y realizes that improving rela- 
tions between the USSR and the PRC will contribute to a considerable 
normalizine of international climate in the entire Pacific area. 


The continuation of the constructive dialogue between the Soviet Union 
and Japan is of particular importance in stabilizing the circumstances. 
As a whole, summing up the results of the development of Soviet~Japanese 
relations in the postwar period, considerable progress could be noted 
with full justification. The favorable development of trade and 
economic relations contributes to the improvement of intergovernmental 
relations between the two countries. Such objectives would be fully 
consistent with a peace treaty which would provide a firm legal base for 
relations between the USSR and Japan and would open new possibilities to 
them. 
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(nfortunately, the Japsaese side is formulating as a most «important con- 
Jition for the conclusion of a peace treaty the question of the so-called 
"northern territories," i.e., of the borders which developed as a result 
of world War II. In this respect the position of the Soviet Union is 
clearly defined: There is no so-called unresolved territorial problem 

in relations between the USSR and Japan whatever. Nevertheless, taking 
inte consideration the characteristics of Japan's foreign political line, 
the Soviet Union has suggested that, without terminating talks ona 

peace treaty, a treaty of good neightorly relations and cooperation be 
concluded at the present time. 


Pursuing a clear line of normalizing and developing relations with the 
United States, China, and Japan, the Soviet Union does not try in the 
least to use such processes to achieve a “balancing” among "power 
centers." The very process of normalizing such relations cannot be 
implemented at the expense of interests of third countries. This is a 
manifestation of the principle-mindedness of the USSR approach. 


It is entirely obvious that the main problem of international relations 
in the Asian-Pacific region is to ensure the stability of international 
conditions. The extensive inv..lvement of Asian countries in the detente 
process, the establishment of bilateral relations among countries in the 
irea, based on the principles of »xeaceful coexistence, and the develop- 
at of multilateral cooperation could become important means for 

ichieving this objective. The collective efforts, obviously, could be 
expressed in the following joint obligations which would become the base 
for the foreign policy of the countries in Asia and the Pacific: 


- Abandonment of the use of force or the threat of force; 
- Respect for sovereignty and inviolability of borders; 
Noninterference in domestic affairs, and extensive development of 
economic and other cooperation on the basis of total equality and mutual 
profit; 
~ Recognition and strict observance of the right of each nation to 
manage its own life; 
Inadmissibility of territorial annexations through aggression, and 
settlement of all international disputes through peaceful means; 
- The inviolable right of each nation to sovereign possession of its 
natural resources; 
- Implementation of socioeconomic changes. 


The Soviet Union has repeatedly called upon all countries and nations in 
the area to formulate their ideas and considerations so that a collective 
security in Asia could be developed as a result of the joint political 
efforts of all countries and be acceptable to the countrics belonging to 
different political systems or of all levels of economic development. 
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Despite a number of major negative factors today we may already note 
individual positive changes in the political life of the Asian-Pacific 
area, confirming the attainability of this objective. A number of Asian 
countries have shown their support for the ideas of developing “neutral 
zones" and “zones of peace." Noteworthy in this respect, for example, 
is the suggestion of the ASEAN countries on the creation of a “zone of 
peace, freedom, ani neutrality in Southeast Asia." This proposal has 
been greatly supported by the countries in Indochina which favor the 
establishment of a “zone of peace, freedom, independence, neutrality, 
and stability in Southeast Asia." Suggestions of this kind are entirely 
consistent with the idea of security based on collective efforts. 


The Soviet Union supports the demand of many Asian countries for the 
elimination of foreign military bases and foreign military presence in 
Asia aS a major prerequisite for regional security. The necessary 
measures for reducing tension could also include the abandonment of the 
use cf force or the threat of force in international relations, measures 
to reduce military budgets, dismantling of the military-political blocs, 
abandorment of the organization of new closed groups, an end to nuclear 
weapon tests, the adoption of measures for the nonproliferation of 
nuclear weapons, and the imposition of restrictions on the international 
arms trade. 


Il 


The dynamics of the economic situation may have a major impact on 
stabilization or, conversely, destabilization of circumstances in the 
Pacific area, as well as on its normalizing or, conversely, disorganiza- 
tion. The importance of the area to the global economy, from the view- 
point of its mineral and energy, agricultural and timber resources, is 
rising steadily. The area contains about one-half of the proven reserves 
of coal, one-third of the petroleum and natural gas, over one-half of all 
uranium deposits, nearly 90 percent of the tin, and a considerable per- 
centage of other nonferrous metals. The area accounts for 85 percent of 
che global production of natural rubber and for a considerable share of 
copper, nickel, and many other nonferrous metals. 


The eccsomic potential of the Pacific countries is tremendous. Their 
volume of industrial output is about 60 percent of the world's produc- 
tion. The leading economic powers of the contemporary world, above all 
the United States and Canada, on one side of the ocean, and the Soviet 
Union and Japan, on the other, look on the Pacific. 


Naturally, the importance of the USSR and the United States cannot be 
limited to the Pacific Ocean basin. However, the dynamics of the terri- 
torial production structure of these two biggest industrial countries in 
the present world reveals a trend toward the accelerated development of 
areas which are precisely adjacent to the Pacific coast. The economic 
potential of the Pacific states within the United States is growing. 
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Here modern science-intensive production sectors, big cities, and highly 
skilled manpower are concentrated. In turn, the building of the Baykal- 
Amur Main Line in the area of the Soviet Far East will make it possible 
to develop on a comprehensive basis extensive territories and tremendous 
natural resources in this area, and to create a modern territorial- 
production infrastructure. One of the vivid examples of the accelerated 
pace of industrial development in postwar times is Japan which today is 
chird in the world in the volume of industrial output and second, to 
the United States, among the nonsocialist countries. The dynamics of 
economic development of the industrial countries in the area makes it 
possible to expect the increase of its share in the global economy. 


The unique economic and resource factors of the Pacific area offer favor- 
able possibilities for further economic growth. 


The utilization of the latest scientific and technical accomplishments 
in transportation has led to the fact that from an obstacle which 
separated countries for centuries it has become the biggest transportation 
main with practically unlimited handling capacity. In the middle of the 
19th century K. Marx predicted,the "dominating role of the Pacific Ocean" 
in future international trade. Indeed, in the 1970's the Pacific area 
has become a very dynamic area of international trade, movement of tech- 
nology, and other forms of economic cooperation. In terms of the growth 
rates of trade flows among the countries and their volume, the Pacific 
area is assuming a leading position in the world. However, the economic 
Situation in the Pacific area cannot be assessed sinply. The dynamism 
of economic circumstances in the area is accompanied by the increased 
gap between levels of socioeconomic development of the individual coun- 
tries and the living conditions of their population. The reverse side 
of the economic and political dynamism in the area is the disproportion- 
ality in the development of the countries located here. The scales of 
differentiation of the levels of socioeconomic development of individual 
countries are exceptionally broad. At the same time, it is precisely in 
the poorest countries that the possibilities and achievements of the 
scientific and technical revolution are used to a minimum extent in the 
interest of their growth and development. 


Vital problems such as food, demography, and employment are quite grave 
in the countries in the area. In a number of countries poverty is 
rising. This substantially worsens their development prospects for the 
1980's. Among the reasons for this situation are the cyclical and 
structural crises affecting the capitalist economy, the unequal nature 
of relations, and the activities of multinational corporations in the 
area. Under such circumstances the dependence of the developing coun- 
tries on foreign economic development factors is revealed with 
particular emphasis. 





i. See K. Marx and F. Engels "Soch." [Works] Vol 27 p 207: Vol 7, p 233 
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The development of production forces and the optimizing of their struc- 
ture and functioning conditions objectively require the restructuring of 
the entire system of international economic relations, including changes 
in the position and rcle of the Liberated countries in world production 
and trade. Foreign and domestic factors are interwoven in the solution 
of this problem: the struggle for reorganization of the largely obsolete 
system of global economic relations and the implementation of a set of 
extensive economic changes within the national econom‘es. 





Naturally, in the West as well, many people realize the entire danger of 
the absolute deepening of the gap between them and the developing coun- 
tries and the latter's further relative impoverishment. However, the 
alternative suggested in this case is to increase the involvement of the 
developing countries within the capitalist international division of 
labor which is aimed not toward their fastest possible reaching of 
economic development but at adapting the developing countries to the 
needs of the world capitalist market. 


Countries such as the United States, Japan, Canada, Australia, and New 
Zealand play a very important role in the foreign economic relations of 
the developing countries. Indeed, the effective development of such 
relations hinders the traditional foreign economic policy of the 
developed capitalist countries which in the past considered the 
developing countries exclusively as suppliers of raw materials, 

markets for their finished products, and targets of expansion of 

big corporations. 


The unequal nature of foreign economic relations and the difficulties 
experienced by the world capitalist economy strengthen the trend toward 
the unification of efforts by the developing countries on a regional 
basis. This is a confirmation of a natural gravitation toward a stabie 
economic condition. Noteworthy successes were achieved along this way 

by the ASEAN countries. The island states in Oceania are joining efforts 
within the frameworks of the South Pacific. However, in this connection 
we must draw the attention to the unhealthy stir which is developing 
around such essentially objective processes. Thus, in particular, the 
United States, Japan, and some other capitalist countries, while support- 
ing ASEAN, are hoping to strengthen, above all, their own position in 
Southeast Asia and pit this subregional organization against the 
socialist countries of Indochina, thus preventing even a partial turn of 
ASEAN to economic cooperation with the members of the socialist comity. 


Naturally, such a direction in foreign economic policy has nothing in 
common with the basic principles of constructive international economic 
cooperation. 


A number of spe ts which destabilize the economic circumstances in the 
area may be found in relations among developed capitalist countries 
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themselves. This is particularly clearly manifested in relations 
between the two power centers of the capi list part of the world--the 
United States and Japan. Qualitative chr es have occurred in the post- 
war period in the ratio of forces betweer these countries. This affects 
the condition of the entire complex of nu ional economies. 


Naturally, not only conflict factors are at work in Averican-Japanese 
economic relations. In recent vears attempts to control economic rela- 
tions on the basis of consultations and compromises and to prevent con- 
tradictions and differences from breaking out in their full site are 
becoming ever more noticeable. However, frequently such agreements and 
compromises are directed against the interests of third countries. 


On problems of international economic relations the Soviet Union holds a 
principled position which consists of implementing the principles of 
equality and mutual profit in trade, and the ¢caccratization and stabili- 
zation of the entire system of international ec:-r0omic relations in the 
area. The USSR fully wnderstands the aspirztion of the developing coun- 
tries to make more effective use of internal resources with a view tc 
their development and surmounting their one-sided orientation of economic 
relations toward the former mother countries. Broadening economic rela- 
tions with the developing countries, the USSR takes into consideration 
their particular position in the world economy. It invariably supports 
‘heir legitimate requirements for the restructuring of international 
economic relations on a democratic basis. 


Today international economic relations are becoming an inseparable 
element of the political conditions in the area. Under such circum- 
stances the role of governments and covernmental institutions in 
reculating foreign economic relations and establishing the juridical 
frameworks for economic cooperation rises sharply. The international 
contractual activities of the national governments assumes, under such 
circumstances, particular significance, for it exerts a growing influence 
on the processes of the international division of labor and the prospects 
for thy development of international economic cooperation. 


The trend toward the internationalization of economic life and the steady 
expansion of regional economic relations, growth of commercial flows, 
movements of investments and technologies, and the broadening of trans- 
port relations naturally require a necessary elaboration, on an inter- 
national basis, of a mechanism for the efficient and democratic control 
of international economic relations, and a mechanism for cooperation and 
consultations covering a broad range of economic problems. 


The close interconnection between political and military detente, on the 
one hand, and the development of international economic relations and 
economic cooperation, on the other, adamantly requires that the foreign 
political activity of the governments of the countries in this area and 











of their state institutions be directed toward the establishment of a 
system of international economic relations free from discriminatior +d 
would contribute to giving such relations a constructive and democ ic 
nature. 


The international-legal system in the Pacific faces the Pacific powers 
with major problems. A number of aspects characterizing this system and, 
to an even greater extent, a number of trends which have developed of 
late, are fraught with the elements of destructiveness and destabiliza- 
tion of the conditions in the area. 


Should a universal convention on law of the sea be adopted at the third 
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea we could expect a 
standardization of both the limits of territorial waters and economic 
zones as well as of the extent of the rights and obligations of coastal 
and other countries. However, this does net as yet eliminate the problem 
as a whole. We know that the Pacific basin includes 9 of the 26 locked 
and semilocked seas in the world and that the real possibility exists 
for the extension of the national jurisdiction over such water areas. 
Problems are already being discussed on special systems which could be 
expressed in restricting navigation or of establishing control over 
straits or over the seas themselves. Restrictions may be inposed also 
in terms of scientific research, affecting the vessels of noncoastal 
countries. 


As a result of the introduction of economic and other areas of national 
jurisdiction, conflicts may appear. for this reason the peaceful settle- 
ment of problems related to the seas, particularly on the basis of 
bilateral discussions, excluding power pressure and interference on the 
part of third countries, becomes particularly important in terms of the 
international circumstances in the Pacific. Obviously, all countries 
must make efforts to prevent unilateral actions in the use of ocean 
spaces and resources, particularly in the deep areas of the bottom, rich 
in mineral raw materials. The violation of this condition by some 
countries would threaten the successful conc!usion of discussions on 
establishing an international system for the bottom of the sea and its 
utilization in the course of the third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea. 


The characteristics of the geological structure of the bottom in many 
parts of the Pacific Ocean are such that some countries acquire 
tremendous areas of the continental shelf (Australia, New Zealand), 
while others are practically deprived of shelf resources (a number of 
Latin American countries). For example, China finds itself in an 
exceptionally favorable condition, since the extensive shelf of the East 
China and South China seas are promising in terms of petroleum extrac- 
tion. Nevertheless, China is engaged in a major argument on the 
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demarcation of maritime borders with Vietnam, Japan, the Phillipines, 

and Thailand. Disputes on the delimitation of boundaries in the East 
China and South China seas are complicated by China's territorial aspira- 
tions toward a number of countries. 


Unilateral U.S. activities in trust territories in the Pacific basin are 

also improper. The United States is trving to perpetuate its control 

over Mic7onesia and turn it into its own possession. In accordance with 

the new internatioual legal norms which set a 200 mile Limit of coustal 

areas this would mean that U.S. jurisdiction could be extended over a ° 
trenendous part of the Pacific Ocean. 


The international legal problems which arise in connection with the 
bottom of the sea are no less important or complex. It has been assessed 
that the Pacific Ocean bottom contains W to 40 percent of all potential 
reserves of petroleum and gas of the worid's oceans which, in absolute 
fieures, means from 90 to 120 billion tons. Yet, the Pacific Ocean 
remains one of the least studied areas of the world’s oceans. About 
three percent (three billion tons) of the potential! petroleum and 
natural gas deposits in the Pacific Ocean have been raised to the 
category of proven and extractable reserves (based on current price 
levels}; about eight percent (7.60 billion tons of petroleum alone) are 
considered promising and survevable. In recent vears prospecting has 
covered the coastal areas of virtually all countries in the area which 
nas already resulted in a number of major discoveries. 


The level of study of solid minera! resources ‘as been even lower than 
that of petroleum and natural gas. Already now tin deposits have 
aguired a unique importance. The extraction of tin from the sea dottom 
accounts for up to 10 percent of overall extraction and, as tin deposits 
on jand are exhausted, its role will become even more important. In the 
future the role of the extraction from the sea of minerals such as 
rutile, zirconium, ilmenite, monazite, and magnetite will be increased. 
The countries around the Pacific basin are meeting most of the consump- 
tion of such minerals throughout the world. It is Likely that, for the 
first time, phosphates will be extracted from the Pacific Ocean. 


Scientific and technical progress has already led to including in the 
process of the economic development of mineral resources the deep water 
areas of the ocean bottom beyond areas under national jurisdiction. 
Today and in the not too distant future such resources will be limited 
to iron and manganese pellets which would include nickel, manganese, 
copper, and cobalt suitable for commercial extraction, and, possibly, 
others, including rare earth metals. Yet, the current international- 
legal system is inadequate in regulating the development of such 
resources both on the continental shelves and the deep water areas and 
bevond areas of national jurisdiction. 
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The exploitation of migrating types of biological 1eserves may become a 
reason for the outbreak of conflict situations. The main world reserves 
of one of the most valuable fish species--Salmonidae--are concentrated 
in the northern part of the Pacific. Here annual catches reach 300,000 
tons or S85 percent of the world catch. The fishing of salmon in the 
Pacific is done essentially by the United States, Canada, the Soviet 
Union, and Japan, among which only Japan is fishing in the open sea away 
from its shores. Thus, at the present time, the determining factor for 
catching salmon is Japanese sea fishing which is undermining the very 
reproduction of this species. 


Thus, of late, a trend toward the ever more intensive control of maritime 
activities in adjacent Pacific Ocean areas, is being clearly manifested 
in the policies of the coastal countries. The norms and regulations 
which control virtually all types of maritime activities in coastal 
waters, however, are adopted without coordination or regard for the 
interests of other countries. This leads to the appearance of a great 
variety cf customs, sanitary, environmental protection, resource, and 
other laws passed by the coastal countries, substantially different from 
each other. The unity of the ocean as a geographic environment is thus 
pitted against the variety of ways and means of controlling maritime 
activities. 


Obviously, the time has come to create a single international mechanism 
for centrolling economic activities for the development of the ocean. 
Such a legal system should contribute to strengthening the peace and up- 
grading the prosperity of the nations and practical matters of the 
utilization of the ocean should take into consideration the sensible 
interests of all countries. Attempts to resoive such problems uni- 
laterally, ignoring the needs and legitimate rights of other countries, 
could make the ocean a source of additional tension and conflicts. The 
only possible means for their solution is the extensive and equal, 
planned, and selfless international cooperation. 


The solution of basic problems of our times such as restraining the arms 
race and disarmament, helping the poorest countries, and protecting and 
restoring the habitat, directly depends on the scientific approaches 
taken to such problems. Obviously, such problems cannot be resolved 
merely through technological means. The truly effective and extensive 
utilization of the results of the scientific and technical revolution 
would be impossible without resolving the most important problems of 
mankind and without the creation of an atmosphere of good neighborly 
relations and reciprocal trust on the regional and global scale. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Pravda", "Mirovaya ekonomika i mezhdunarodnyye 


otnosheniya", 1979 
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INTERNATIONAL 


SURVEY OF ARTICLES ON WESTERN FALSIFICATION OF RELIGION IN USSR 
Moscow NAUKA I RELIGIYA in Russian No °%, 1979 pp 60-62 


[Article by Candidate of Philosophical Sciences M. Gol'denberg: "On Dead-End 
Streets of Deliberate Misinformation" ] 


[Text] In the 20 years of its existence the journal NAUKA I RELIGIYA has 
won a readership not only in this country but abroad as well. It has many 
friends abroad, but also an equal number of implacable foes. 


We shall devote only a few lines to the former -- not because there is 
nothing to say about them, and certainly not because they do not deserve 
attention, but for the reason that the task of this article is a quite dif- 


ferent one. We shall merely mention foreign sister publications of the 
journal of Soviet atheists such as ARGUMENTY (Poland), ATEISTICHNA TRIBUNA 
(Bulgaria), ATEIZMUS (Czechoslovakia), VILAGOSSAG (Hungary), and RAGIONE, 
organ of Italy's Giordano Bruno Association of Free Thinkers. All these 
periodicals have on many occasions featured materials from NAUKA I RELIGIYA, 


But we shall now attempt to determine what problems have drawn the attention 
of the foes of this journal over the last 20 years and why, and to establish 
whether any changes have occurred in the clerical approach to and inter- 
pretation of the materials published in this journal. 


We shall note right at the outset that such contrived questions as alleged 
violation of the rights of religious believers in the USSR, repression of 
freedom of conscience, etc continue to be the principal subject of the 
"scholarly investigations" of our opponents. 


At the same time, however, there exists a certain distinction between the 
initial stage of clerical critique of the Soviet atheist journal and the 
period which began at the end of the 1960's. In the past our opponents 
eagerly seized upon critical statements by this journal against an incor- 
rect attitude toward religious believers on the part of certain propagand- 
ists and even officials, whereby the bourgeois commentators would immediate- 
ly elevate isolated erroneous actions to the status of a "principle," while 
subsequently they began doing this much less frequently. [In place of this 
they chose another path, the specific features of which are disclosed with 

a comparison of Western sources of different periods. 
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In the middle of the last decade, for example, a treatise by anti-Soviet 
writer (Dzh. Pollok) entitled "Christians from Siberia" was published in 
London, became a “best seller" and was soon translated into a number of 
languages. In this treatise the author attacked NAUKA I RELIGIYA for 
“commenting in the September 1963 issue that the most incorrigible 
religious believers can be successfully dealt with at meetings; they can 
be threatened with firing" (page 155 of the Italian edition). But if one 
takes a look at page 4 of the cited issue, one sees that the journal's 
positicn is exactly opposite: it severely criticizes those who set their 
hopes o.. such impermissible measures. If (Pollok) were truly concerned 
with the fate of religious believers, he would become permeated with 
respect for the genuinely Leninist humanity of atheists. But of course his 
concerns are quite different. 


They were also quite clearly revealed in an "analysis" of the article "Miss- 
ing the Target" (NAUKA I RELIGIYA, No 12, 1963), in which criticism is 
leveled at an ideological worker in the town of Klintsy in bryanskaya 
Oblast for failure to understand the psychology of the religious believer 
and callously bureaucratic treatment of him. Ecstatically savoring the 
details of a clumsy conversation between this unskilled indoctrinator and 

a girl who was a member of the Baptist faith, Pollok) hastens to formulate 

a "conclusion," for the sake of which he had cited this article in the first 
place: the crude methods employed by the propagandist who is criticized in 
this article allegedly "reflect the party's usual attitude toward Christians 
who have proven their mettle in a scientific field” (page 164). We should 
note in passing that the attempt to pass the young Baptist off as a sci- 
entific worker is patently a failure, for the girl in the article was... a 
nurse. There is a much more important point here: according to Mr (Pollok), 
the deficient propagandist criticized by NAUKA I RELIGIYA “embodies the 
party line” in this area. The inevitable conclusion is that the journal, 
since it castigates this ideological worker, is going counter to the party 
line. Incidentally, the method of deliberate misinformation employed by 
(Pollok) is far from unique: we have long known that our enemies cannot 
resist the temptation to warm their hands on critical statements in the 
Soviet press. 


Year by year, however, as we moved forward, there were fewer and fewer 
occasions for such criticism. But our enemies’ need for such examples 
remained. And for this reason they took up a somewhat different method. 


In practice it looks approximately as follows. For example, the arch- 
reactionary Paris monthly CATACOMBES needed to publish in October 1976 a 
"thematic" issue on the "hard lot" of the church and religious believers in 
the USSR. The editors swore that they would expose the oppressors of 
religion using nothing but information published in the Soviet press. And 
they did so! Repeating the threadbare myth of clerical anticommunism that 
the hierarchy of the Russian Orthodox Church has become, on a level with 
professional diplomats, an important instrument of Soviet foreign policy, 
CATACOMBES proceeded to let our press clarify this "phenomenon." "A very 
simple explanation of this," the Paris monthly goes on in a hysterical tone, 





"is given by the Soviet journal NAUKA I RELIGIYA (May 1969): "The Orthodox 
Church will be tolerated only as long as it sunports Soviet policy.’ What 
kind of religious freedom is this?" pathetically inquires the anti-Commun- 
ist monthly. 


But it would have been more appropriate to replace this angry question with 
another: When and where was this stated by NAUKA I RELIGIYA? Nowhere! 
Neither in May nor in anv other month of the indicated year, or in any 
preceding or subsequent year. At first glance the "slight distortion of 
fact" made by CATACOMBES would seem to be of minor significance. But just 
look at the conclusions which are drawn from it. Here we have "confirma- 
tion" of the most absurd thesis to the effect that USSR foreign policy rests 
on two whales -- on the diplomatic corps, and on... the Russian Orthodox 
Church. And we have here allusions to the "total lack of principles of 

the Godless atheists," who are compelled to accept the existence of the 
church out of foreign policy considerations, and finally -- the conclusion 
that in spite of “the command of state necessity," religious freedom in 
this country has nevertheless been reduced to zero. 


What can this be called if not an outright forgery? Please do not misunder- 
stand us: we are castigating the pen pushers at CATACOMBES and other such 
publications not because they are religious believers but because they are 
downright slanderers. 


The West German journal OSTEUROPA also devotes constant attention to 
NAUKA I RELIGIYA, printing translations of its articles from time to 
time. It is most scrupulous, however, about keeping its translations ab- 
solutely faith!ul to the original text! 


What is the reason for this turn of events? Why would one of the most 
well-known mouthpieces of anti-Sovietism engage in dissemination of views 
which are incompatible with its own? It is not so difficult to figure out: 
the purpose is to gain the reader's confidence, to convince him that 
OSTEUROPA stands "above the skirmish." Once the reader's confidence has been 
gained, the main task can be accomplished: to provide translated articles 
from the Soviet journal with commentary which would introduce "necessary 
corrections” in their content. 


For example, the editors wf OSTEUROPA published in the No 1, 1977 issue 

of their journal a translation of an article by A. Gaydis entitied 
“Catholicism and the Ideolosical Struggle" (NAUKA I RELIGIYA, No 8, 1976), 
of course adding appropriate commentary. In this commentary the 
slanderous statement is made that "Persecution of the Church in Lithuania 
has become intensified" since 1968. It is unclear, incidentally, why 
precisely that point in time was selected. The West German commentators 
even acknowledge (at least this is simething!) that the article by A. 
Gaydis "may be of interest." But why? As it turns out, "primarily 
because it denounces from the Soviet point of view the Catholic Church and 
the "Vatican's tactics’ and thus indirectly confirms the protests of the 
Lithuanian Catholics.” But no matter how carefully one reads the article 
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by our colleague from Lithuania, one will not find in it even the slight- 
est, even the most indirect premise for such, if one may call them so, 
conclusions. 


Another "problem" which has captured the imagination of the clerical 
ideologists is the myth of a religious revival in the USSR. Here, for 
example, is how an article by G. Gerodnik (NAUKA I RELIGIYA, NO 11, 1966) 
is interpreted in this spirit by W. Fletcher, one of the authors of a 
monograph published in Holland entitled "Western Religion" (1972). On page 
579 this “Sovietologist™ quotes an excerpt from the above-mentioned ar- 
ticle, which states that 50% of persons of the Jewish nationality who have 
died in Riga have been buried with Orthodox Jewish rites, 25% -- by 
religious rites somewhat altered under the influence of new traditions, 
and 25% with secular funeral rites. It is true that G. Gerodnik's 
article is presented without any concocted additions, but also is pub- 
lished without commentary. Th idea is, let the facts speak for them- 
selves. What is this if not '»roof" of widespread continuation of "the 
faith of their fathers’ among Soviet Jews? 


And yet nevertheless Fletcher distorts the meaning of what our author 
wrote, for everything the bourgeois religious scholar states is correct 
except for... the conclusion he draws. But the conclusion is formulated 
quite clearly in NAUKA TI RELIGIYA. Following the statement quoted by 
Fletcher, G. Gerodnik continues: "But the Jewish religious community in 
Riga comprises an insignificant part of the Jewish population.... The 
conclusion is obvious: their clergy are perfe:iming the funerals not only 
of religious believers but frequently nonbelievers as well...." Why tis 
is occurriny, is convincingly explained in the article. 


As we see, W. Fletcher is capable not only of crude falsification, of which 
he had previously been exposed in the tournal NAUKA I RELIGIYA, but also 
of more sophisticated falsification, where the facts published by the 
journal are correctly stated, but the conclusions proceeding from them are 
“omitted.” 


In the second decade of existence of NAUKA I RELIGIYA, certain trends are 
beginning to be seen in attacks on it, trends which we should discuss in 
more detail. 


The first trend boils down to the claim that the above-mentioned 
"religious revival” can be attributed to our young people, and this claim 
is bolstered by all truths and untruths. It is the intention of the 
Western clerical critics that this lead to the conclusion that in the 
Soviet society the future belongs to religious-idealist philosophicai 
views. This fabrication has become a kind of “tagged atom," wandering 
through the pages of bourgeois publications daydreaming of a religious 
“awakening” in the USSR. 


For example a book entitled " Young Christians in Russia” was published 
in London in 1976 by the “Center for the Study of Religion and Communism." 





[ts authors -- the "Center's" director, English pastor Michael (Burdo) and 
Katherine Murray -- attempt tc find in the journai NAUKA I RELIGIYA mate- 
rials which allegedly attest to the “mass revival" of religious belief 
among Soviet youth. In particular they seek to show that the journal dis- 
seminates questionable methods of recruiting adolescents for atheist ac- 
tivities, which are allegedly for the purpose of having them retain their 
materialist attitude. The July 1970 issue of NAUKA I RELIGIYA, according 
to (Burdo) and Murray (page 140 in their book), allegedly “reports that 
the pupils at a school in Polotsk were instructed to conduct atheist in- 
doctrination of workers at the local meat-packing combine. Other schools 
in the city were given similar assignments at the automotive overhaul and 
glass plants. Active involvement of this kind aims at achieving more con- 
scious participation in atheism." 


This is not correct, to put it mildly. NAUKA I RELIGIYA was talking not 
about school pupils but about atheists at Polotsk shools who indeed be- 
came patrons of the above-named enterprises. But school atheists are not 
only students but primarily teachers. So who of these does the journal 
have in mind? It suffices to read carefully page 34 of the issue in ques- 
tion to see that in every single paragraph it is representatives of the in- 
telligentsia who are mentioned -- teachers, doctors, etc. 


Is this mere happenstance? A translator's error? (Burdo) and Murray 
would seem to be claiming that in ovr country children are assigned the 
task of atheist indoctrination of adults in factory work forces! Any 
further comment would be superfluous. 





And in June 1972 NAUKA I RELIGIYA (page 11), “reporting unsuccessful 
attempts to reindoctrinate Baptist children to atheism, notes that this is 
the business of all the people." Fine, let us take a careful look not 
only at page 11 but at L. Kotlyarova's entire article. She indeed men- 
tions children who have been raised in religious believer families, but 
she describes not only "failures" but also successes in converting them 

to atheism. And most important, nowhere in the article does it state 

that indoctrination tasks which arise in this connection are becoming "the 
business of the entire people." Another translator's error? Hardly. As 
far as we know, (Burdo) does not need a translator. We have rather some- 


thing else here: a conscious desire to blow up the affair -- we shall not 
deny that this is a matter of concern to our public-spirited atheists and 
deserves unabating attention -- to dimensions which it has never and 


could never reach, for in the formulation which our opponents have con- 
sidered suitable and appropriate, it would seem that religious belief 
among children, and sect-oriented religious belief, has reached such a 
level in our country that it has taken its place alongside the greatest 
oroblems of national importance. 


Another trend in these efforts to reflect "the process of religious re- 
birth" on the pages of an atheist journal consists in the fact that a 
particularly zealous endeavor is made to find evidence of this “upsurge” 
in materials discussing the most extremist religious creeds. 
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For example, here is how the British abstract journal (EBSIS) (July 1975) 
presents an article by V. Chunikhin (NAUKA I RELIGLIYA, No 2, 1975). We 
cannot say that we have outright falsification here: among our ideological 
adversaries there are many who understand quite well that in order to 
create the effect of lack of bias it is always preferable to hew close to 
the truth. But nevertheless (EBSIS) contrives to draw from this article 
the thesis of alleged “extraordinary activity" on the part of young Baptist 
"Initsiativniki". This is done by means of a barely noticeable opera- 
tion, as a result of which the points of stress in the article by the 
Soviet atheist are shifted slightly. 


Yes, V. Chunikhin in fact does give the names of several voung people who 
occupied "a leadership position" in the STsYeKhB [expansion unknown] com 
munity in the city of Nikolayev. But the result of their "extraordinary 
activeness," as is stated in the article, is that the "“Initsiativniki" are 
losing ground even among their followers. Their attempts to draw over 
young people from the registered community of Baptists (VSYeKhB) [expansion 
unknown], as well as a scheme to set up a “base” at a shoe factory where 
many young people work, were also unsuccessful. 


But (Ebsis) prudently Cailed to mention this, for it needs to stress the 
“particular zeal" of young boys and girls in doing God's work, not just any- 
where but precisely in an extremist field of activity. 


Let us now turn to a major monograph, entitled "Christian Religion in the 
Soviet Union,” by Crystal Lane, published in England in 1978. We have no 
intention of indicting everything she writes. The author twice visited 

the USSR, talked with our scholars, studied, siynthesized, and has to a con- 
siderable degree correctly interpreted a numb«r of Soviet atheist writings. 
But she naturally gives clerical stock phrases their due, including no- 
tions of some mythical “fundamental and firm piety of the Russian people," 
citing as an example such a tiny antisocial sect as the "True Orthodox 
Christians" (IPKh). 


And to bolster this stereotype ©. Lane utilizes an article by prominent 
historian and sociologist A. Klibanov (NAUKA I RELIGIYA, No 3, 1972). He 
concluded upon a journey to Tambovskaya Oblast 12 years after his previous 
visit to that odlast that the IPKh had also experienced crises. For 
example, in spite of the fact that their teachings forbid them from taking 
part in socially useful labor, more and more members of this sect circum 
vent this prohibition. But when presenting A. Klibanov's observations, 

C. Lane (page 87 of her book) seeks to refute him with one of the writings 
of A. Dem'yanov, in which he comments that members of IPKh “continue to 
refuse to join kolkhozes." The purpose of this "cross-examination” of 

two Soviet sources apparently is to suggest the idea that "all is not yet 
lost" -- the TPKh have not changed. 


Of course the difference in opinion between A. Klibanov and A. Dem'yanov 
is in principle entirely possible -- just as between other scientists in 
any branch of science. But is their disagreement really so great in this 
instance? Let us turn to another article published in NAUKA I RELIGIYA, 
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by another investigator of religious sects, E. G. Filimonov (No 8, 1974), 
in which the author states: “A. I. Dem'yanov obtained curious figures on 
new trends among the followers of "True Orthodoxy” in Tambovskaya Oblast. 
He notes an intensification of the process of 'profanation’.... Many of 
them are now working conscientiously on kolkhozes and sovkhozes, at state 
enterprises and establishments and do not consider this a sin....” 


A. I. Klibanov, bolstered by facts and figures, points out that "today the 
number of IPKh adherents is steadily decreasing in all areas where they 
are to be found." Commenting on tiis article, C. Lane reaches the fol- 
lowing conclusion: although the impression is created that in the course 
of the last decade the IPKh have lost many of their followers, it is an 
erroneous impression: the sect continues to remain viable, even if a cer- 
tain decline has been occurring (page 89 of the book). In order to sub- 
stantiate this point of view, the British author should back it up with 
proof. She does not do so, however, for in spite of her great desire, the 
[PKh cannot be called a “significant" organization. 


there is one more trend which is becoming more and more clearly revealed 
in attempts to search the pages of NAUKA I RELICIYA for a “religious 
revival" in the USSR, which is so earnestly desired by our enemies, 
expressed in attempts to stress the role of Islam in this "process." 


Research by Soviet Islamic studies scholar N. Ashirov in this area, in 
ar'icular, evoke "the most lively interest" on the part of clerical 

etologists." For example, D. Powell refers to one of his articles 

(NAUKA I RELIGIYA, to 9, 1971) in his monograph entiiied "Antireligious 
Propaganda in the Soviet Union," published in 1978 by the MIT Press. 


N. Ashirov was used by this "Sovietologist" to characterize the state of 
religion and religious believers in the "Moslem republics" of Central 
Asia. In the opinion of D. Powell, "many people there continue to seek 


a religious means of satisfying their needs in connection with significant 
events in their personal lives" (pp 80-82 of the monograph). D. Powell 
endeavors to convince the reader that the fact that a certain segment of 
the population of these republics has retained its adherence to the old 
Islamic traditions and customs totally excludes the possibility of simul- 
taneous participation by these people in new, civil, socialist rituals 
ind ceremonies. All this, however, has nothing in common with the 
viewpoint of N. Ashirov, but constitutes a myth dear to the heart of 

D. Powell and his masters, who would "close the road" to Central Asia for 
everything Soviet and nonreligious. 


In actual fact N. Ashirov shows in his article that the ministers of Islam 
"seek to utilize in the interests of religion even processes which testify 
to impoverishment of fai h" and that thev are unable to hold back the on- 

slaught of the new. "At first," writes the Soviet author, "they attempted 


to oppose civil ceremonies and rituals, but failing to receive support 
from religious believers, thev have changed their tactics. Now they 
sometimes even welcome new rituals, of course not forgetting to explain to 
the faithful that new things which are good are not in conflict with 
Islam.... 








What has evoked the heightened interest in this religion on the part of 
"Sovietologists"? One important factor is the scheme, which is both in- 
sidious and myopic, to utilize it to fan the flames of nationalism. Our 
enemies frequently do not even bother to conceal such intentions. 


For example, publishing a translation of an article by A. Shaydullina 
from the March 1979 issue of NAUKA I RELIGIYA, OSTEUROPA (No 11, 1975) 
states in its commentary that the article discusses the experience of 
those republics which before the revolution were under the influerce of 
Islam "and. we should add, continue to be, with the religious closely 
linked with the nationalistic.” Stressing this allegedly close link, 
COTEUROPA draws the following conclusions: the influence of Islam, which 
has allegedly been preserved in its previous form, goes hand in hand 
with equally "firm ethnic exclusiveness." Six decades of building social- 
ism and enormous work in the area of internationalist and atheistic in- 
doctrination -- all this, it turns out, “has not led" to any changes in 
social consciousness in the "Mislim" republics. 


OSTELROPA did not let slip by the opportunity to act as "mediator" between 

NAUKA I RELIGIYA and the West German ieader, translating an article by 

M. Shekikhachev from the Soviet journal (No 6, 1975). And once again 

the translation was preceded by a commentary (No 2, 1976) stating that the 
national customs of “both Muslim peoples" (Kabardians and Balkarians -- 

M. G.) have religious content, and this "protects them against intensify- 

ing Russification." 


And vet M. Shekikhachev not only differentiates "“national-Muslim" customs, 
which merge together in the subsequent interpretation by the "Sovietolog- 
ists" from OSTEUROPA, but also shows that folk traditions cannot be viewed 
as an indivisible whole and that “one of the tasks of atheist indoctrina- 
tion is to elucidate and utilize the beet, progressive traits in national 
customs and traditions.... The Kabardians and Balkarians, for whom 
Russian has become a second native language, the author further states, 
"are obtaining access to the achievements of Soviet and world culture.... 
And vet the commentators from OSTEUROPA distort these and other points 
contained in the article in order to confirm the point of "Russification" 
which they seek to make. 


While NAUKA I RELIGIYA draws attention to the need for close interaction 
between atheists and internationalist indoctrination, our ideological 
adversaries are possessed by concerns of an opposite nature. They en- 
deavor, especially where there occurs a certain spread of Islam, to con- 
solidate religious prejudices and with their aid to instill in the con- 
sciousness of at least a segment of the Soviet people prejudice not only 
against the “heterodox” and "the Godless," but also against “alien” 


peoples. 


On the whole, however, when comparing what the clerical commentarors on 
NAUKA I RELIGIYA wrote 19 or 15 vears ago with that which they have been 
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publishing recently, one is struck by the following. During the journal's 
early years every article which appeared in it was viciously attacked by 
the clerical commentators, while today one can note examples of a relative- 
ly sober-minded approach to the journal's articles. We might mention the 
proceedings cf aa international symposium on problems of modernizatioa of 
religion in the USSR, held in 1976 at the University of Texas. The papers 
presented at this symposium formed the basis of a volume published a year 
later in Colorado. Both the symposium and the book are fruits of the ic- 
tivities: of anti-Communist centers. But nevertheless one's attention is 
drawn by, the following in the book, for example: statements by Lithuanian 
scholar I. Anichas (NAUKA I RELIGIYA, No 8, 1975) on modernization of 
Catholicism in Lithuania are reproduced, and without distortion, after 
which they are compared with a Western anti-Soviet publication in which 
the sa’e question is raised, with the following conclusion drawn: their 
positions are opposite, but Anichas is partially right, his theses are im- 
portan:, and therefore merit study ("Religion and Modernization in the 
Soviet Union,” 1977, pp 352, 362). 


ic wesld be absurd to expect clerical ideologists to agree with I. Anichas 
not pertially, but fully. But the endeavor to understand to some degree 
the pcints they advance is nevertheless a symptomatic phenomenon. This 
merely confirms that our opponents have begun retreating on occasion from 
the “principle” of sweeping negation and rejection of everything stated in 
NAUKA T RELIGIYA. In the 1960's their writings were nothing but calumny 
int tabrication, for the sake of appearance studded with reference to 

»y.et sources, including this journal, while in recent vears the clerical 
critics have preferred, for the sake of greater convincingness, to dilute 
their fantasies with a bit of truth and half-truth. 


We should not labor under any delusions on this score, however. The 
veneral line taken by Western commentators on the Soviet press has been 
and remains falsification -- crude falsification alternating with 
"proper" falsification. But we shall continue in the future promptly. 
resolutely and effectively rebuffing both, for our duty, as is emphasized 
in the CPSU Central Committee decree entitled "On Further Improving 
Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work,” is to help Soviet citizens 
recognize all the falsity of this slanderous propaganda and to expose its 
insidious methods in a clear, concrete and persuasive form. 


COPYRIGHT: Zhurnal “Nauka i religiya", 1979 
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REG LONAL 


LATVIAN REPUBLIC PARTY 4.TIV DISCUSSES ECONOMIC PLANNING DEFICIENCIES 
information Rejort on Aktiv 
Riga SOVETSKAYA LATVIYA in Russian 17 Oct 79 p 1 


\Text] A meeting of the republic party aktiv was held on 16 October in 
Riga. Its participants considered the question of the tasks of the repub- 
lic party organization for implementation of the CPSU Central Committee de- 
cree, "On Further Improvement of the Economic Mechanism and Tasks of Party 
and State Agencies,” and the decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the 
USSR Council of Ministers, “On Improving Plannirg and Strengthening the 
Influence of the Economic Mechanism on Increasing the Effictency of Produc- 
tion and the Quality of Work." 


A.E. Voss, a member of the CPSU Central Committee and first secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia, gave a speech on 
the subject under consideration. 


Participating in the discussions were the first secretary of the Riga Party 
Gorkom, Ya. Ya. Vagris; first secretary of the Daugavpils Party Gorkom, GCG. 
VY. Bagnovets; first secretary of the Liyepay Party Gorkom, E. M. Ozols; 
deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers and chairman of the Latvian SSR 
Gosplan, M. L. Raman; leader of the pipe laying brigade of the Riga trust 
of large panel housing construction, A. A. Daubis; the minister of local 
industry of the Latvian SSR, N. G. Altukhov; first secretary of the 
Yekabpilsskiy Party Rayvkom, V. N Shtern, and director of the Yelgavmash 
Piant, A. N. Zinchenko. 


The meeting of the republic party aktiv adopted a resolution regarding the 
question under consideration. It notes that communists and workers of So- 
‘let Latvia, like all Soviet people, received the aforementioned decrees 
with great satisfaction and approval as a new manifestation of party con- 
cern for the further development of the socialist economy and improvement 
of the well-being of the people. These important documents, which are of 
great economic and political significance, were developed in keeping with 
the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, subsequent plenums of the CPSU 
Central Committee and instructions from General Secretary of our party's 
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Central Committee, chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. They are directed toward improving planning and 
management, bringing them in line with the requirements of the modern stage 
of developed socialism, improving the efficiency of production and the qua- 
lity of work, ano achleving high final nationai economic results. 


The meeting of the party aktiv assured the CPSU Central Committee that com 
munists and all workers of Soviet Latvia would make their contribution to 
the implementation of the measures earmarked by the party and government 
for improving planning and strengthening the influence of the economic me- 
chanism and that they would provide for further udvancement of the repub- 
lic’s evonomy and greet in a worthy way the 110th anniversary of V.I. Le- 
nin's birth and the forthcoming 26th CPSU Congress. 


Participating in the work of the meeting of the republic party aktiv were 
Comrades FE. Ya. Aushkap, E. K. Beman, R. 0. Verro, E. K. Peterson, Yu. Ya. 
Ruben, P. Ya. Strautmanis, V. A. Chemm, L. I. Avdyukevich, A. K. Zitmanis, 
the sector chiev of the CPSU Central Committee, M. S. Khozyainov, and the 
instructor of the CPSU Central Committee, S. M. Nesterenko. 


Voss Speech to Aktiv 
OVETSKAYA LATVIYA in Russian 18 Oct 79 pp 1-2 


|Text] As was already announced, on 16 October in Riga 
there was a meeting of the republic party akt‘tv which 
considered the question of the tasks of the republic 
party organization for implementing the decree of the 
CPSU Central Committee, "On Further Improvement of the 
Economic Mechanism and Tasks of Party and State Agencies,” 
and the decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the 
USSR Council of Ministers, “On Improving Planning and 
Strengthening the Influence of the Economic Mechanism 
on Increasing the Efficiency of Production and the 
Quality of Work." 


A. E. Voss, a member of the CPSU Central Committee and 
the first secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Latvia, gave a speech on the ques- 
tion under consideration. 


{ mrades! 


\s you know, the CPSU Central Committee has adopted a decree concerning 
further improvement of the economic mechanism and the tasks of party and 
tate agencies. It was followed by the adoption of a decree of the CPSU 

Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers, "On Improving Planning 
ind Strengthening the Influence of the Economic Mechanism on Increasing 

the Efficience of Production and the Quality of Work." These most important 


34 











economic and political decisions were developed in keeping with statements 
of the 25th CPSU Congress and subsequent plenums of the party central corm 
mittee, provisions of the new USSR Constitution and instructions of General 
Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, chairman of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. The measures earmarked in 
them are the result of deep collective study and scientific development of 
the pressing problems related to improving planning and control of the pro- 
cesses of the country’s economic and social development. They depend upon 
the rich experience of our socialist management and on the results of eco- 
nomic experiements thai have been conducted. 


The principal feature of the decrees chat were adopted consists the orienta- 
tion of the economic mechanism toward the achievement of high final national 
economic results and toward better satisfaction of public and private needs. 
They are directed toward utilizing production funds better, economizing on 
material resources, reducing production costs and improving matters in ca- 
pital construction. 





The new measures essentially represent the next stage of the economic reform, 
a direct continuation of the positive processes of improving the administra- 
tion of the socialist economy, whose basis was laid by the October (1964), 
March and September (1965) plenums of the CPSU Central Committee and the 

23d party congress. In keeping with these directives, which were futher 
developed at the 24th and 25th CPSU congresses, in recent years the country 
has implemented large measures for improving planning and economic stimula- 
tion of the production of all branches of the national economy and for im 
proving the structure of administration of industry. Their implementation 
contributed greatly to strengthening organizational and economic relations, 
to further development of the national economy and to the solutions to a 
number of large socio-economic problems. 


Suffice it to note that in the last 3 years of the five-year plan our coun- 
try's national income has more than doubled, the value of fixed production 
capital has increased 2.8-fold, and the real per capita income of the popu- 
lation has increased more than 1.8-fold. 


Significant successes have been achieved in our republic as well. Develop- 
ing as an inextricable constituent part of the country's unified national 
economic complex, the economy of Soviet Latvia now has a stable industriai 
base, which provides for a steady rise in the material and cultural level 
of the life of the people. 


As compared to 1965, the volume of our industrial production increased 2.4- 
fold and labor productivity more than doubled. During this perivud we assi- 
milated almost 13 billion rubles’ worth of capital investments or 2.5 times 
the amount assimilated during the entire preceding period of Soviet power 
in Latvia. We constructed and reconstructed dozens of enterprises and in- 
dustries. The material and technical base of agriculture has become con- 
siderably stronger. The cargo turnover o' transportation organizations has 


increased. We have extended the network of trade and consumer service 
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crganizations. We have constructed and put into operation 13.1 million 

square meters of residential space, preschool institutions to accomodate 
58,400, 156 schools, and public health institutions with 5,500 hospital 

beds. 


All this, like the achievements of all sister republics and the country as 
a whole, represents the weighty result of the scientifically substantiated 
economic policy of the CPSU. 


Still, the CPSU Central Committee sees the main direction of its economic 
strategy in even more decisively switching the economy over to the path of 
intensive development. Herein lies the meaning of the decrees adopted by 
the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers. 


As we know, they embrace a wide range of issues. Speaking generally, they 
outline, in the first place, measures for improving planning; secondly, 
ways of increasing the effectiveness of capital investments; and thirdly, 
measures for increasing the role of autonomous financing and economic levers 
and stimuli. 


In the system of measures that have been earmarked, primary significance is 

attached to increasing the role of the state plan. In this connection, new 

solutions are being found for questions of coordinating long-range and cur- 

“ent problems and combining branch and territorial interests as well as pro- 
viding for balance and stability in the plans. 


The new policy for develping plans increases the role of the ministries and 
departments in planning and increases their responsibility tor satisfying 
the needs of the national economy and the population for products in the 
necessary assortment and with the necessary quality. The fulfillment of 
assignments will now be evaluated in terms of the running totals since the 
beginning of the five-year plan and not in terms of the sum of the anual 
plans. 


As the decrees emphasize, a most important direction for improving our plan- 
ning work is the selection of the most efficient ways of achieving high fi- 
nal national economic results, an intelligent combination of branch and 
territorial development as well as long-range and current plans, improvement 


of interbranch and intrabranch proportions, and the ensurance of balanced 
growth of the economy. 


The annual plans for the economic and social development of the USSR will 
be developed on the basis of economic normatives and assignments of the 
five-year plan for the given year. Economic and engineering calculations 
as well as data from the certificates issued by enterprises will be used 
more extensively in planning. 


Special attention is being devoted to increasing che role of quality indi- 
cators of the economy, including constant improvement of the technical and 
econoric indicators of the products that are produced. 
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The decree stipulates that consolidated sections for the entire complex 

of measures in the area of social development be envisioned as parts of 

the state plans for the economic and social development of the USSR, the 
union and autonomous republics, the krays and oblasts, the cities and 
rayons, and also the ministries, departments, associations, enterprises 

and organizations. These include, above all, measures for improving work- 
ing conditions, increasing the skills and occupational mastery of the work- 
ers and the general educational and cultural level of the population, im- 
proving housing and cultural and domestic conditions for their lives, im- 
proving medical services, and other measures. 


[t has been recognized as necessary for planning agencies to take into ac- 
count more fully the peculiarities and interests of the union republics and 
economic regions and for them to rely more on the initiative of local agen- 
cies and labor collectives in their work. The course worked out by the par- 
ty toward the development of democratic bases in production administration 
is continued in the significant expansion of the rights and opportunities 

of labor collectives in the planning and organization of production. 


Special attention was again devoted to strengthening state planning disci- 
pline and increasing the responsibility of executives of all ranks for the 
quality and justification of planning decisions and for complete and uncon- 
ditional fulfillment of planning assignments. Planning and management 
workers must strictly follow these principle requirements. Here they should 
be guided by the instruction of Comrade !. I. Brezhnev to the effect that 
the E'eventh Five-Year Plan should fully embody the party's economic policy 
and absorb the latest achievements of economic and scientific-technical 
thought as well as all of our experience. 


The policy for planning capital investments and evaluating the activity of 
construction and planning organizations is changing essentially. In order 
for capital construction to be oriented more toward final results, we are 
establishing as its basic planning indicator the startup of production ca- 
pacities and facilities within the earmarked time periods. The activity of 
construction organizations will be evaluated in terms of the commercial 
construction product and the increase in labor productivity and profit. A 
fundamental instruction is that capital investments in new construction and 
expansion of existing enterprises will! be allotted only if already created 
capacities and fixed construction capital are being maximally utilized. 


The decrees assign a very large role to such an important aspect of improv- 
ing the economic mechanism as the development and strengthening of autono- 

mous financing at all levels of production and administration, and stepping 
up material incentives for increasing labor productivity and product quali- 


ty. 


There is obviously no need to discuss in detail today all of the points in 
the documents that have been adopted. Republic party organizations and mass 
propaganda and agitation agencies began the work of studying and explaining 
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the decrees of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers 
immediately after their publication. And the party aktiv and republic 
workers have been extensively informed of the content of the decisions 

that were made and have accepted them with deep satisfaction as a new mani- 
festation of the constant concern of the Leninist party for a further upsurge 
of the Soviet economy and improvement in the people's well-being. 


You all know that the comprehensive program earmarked for improving planning 
and administration applies to all branches of industry and capital construc- 
tion. Moreover, the party central committee has instructed that correspond- 
ing proposals be developed in the area of transportation. 


Thus we are armed with a concrete program of action for improving all basic 
units of the economic mechanism. Literally all party, soviet, economic, 
trade-union and Komsomol organizations are called upon to participate ac- 
tively in the implementation of this program which will be one of the impor- 
tant stages of the preparation for the 26th CPSU Congress. 


We must clearly understand that success in carrying out the earmarked re- 
Structuring is directly dependent on increasing our businesslike efficiency, 
improving the style and methods of the activity of our party, soviet and 
economic personnel, and, as the party central committee points out, on state, 
production and labor discipline. 


One must keep in mind that when implementing the measures earmarked by the 
party and government for restructuring the planning and administrative acti- 
vitv, it is necessary to eliminate shortcomings in the development of the 
republic's national economy and to make use of internal reserves and oppor- 
tunities for intensification of production. 


When preparing for the forthcoming restructuring in all sections of our eco- 
nomic front, we should analyze the experience that has been accumulated and 
make an advised evaluation of all we managed to accomplish. 


Above all, one must note that in recent years our republic, like all the rest 
of the country, has done a great deal of multifaceted work for improving ad- 
ministration of the economy, and primarily in planning. We have begun to 
develop with greater depth and scientific substantiation the indicators of 
the national economic balance for the various branches and industries and 

we are using economic and mathematical methods more extensively. In annual 
and long-term plans, questions of efficient distribution of productive forces 
and social aspects of the development of the various regions are taken into 
account more fully. 


Program-target methods are being utilized more actively. Under this five- 
year plan, within the framework of the national economic plan, we have de- 
veloped and are implementing 11 comprehensive programs for the most important 
economic, scientific-technical and social problems. They include programs 
for he creation of a republic automated control system, the development and 
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introduction of a republic system for control of product quality, develop- 
ment of interbranch industries, the reduction and elimination of heavy 
manual labor, the protection of nature and efficient utilization of natu- 
ral resources, and so forth. We have already finished working out drafts 
of plans for the economic and social development of the republic and also 
of the branches and the majority of enterprises for 1980. 


As you can see, quite a bit has been and is being done. But we must frankly 
admit that the level of planning work in the republic and the activity of 
planning agencies, ministries and departments still do not fully meet the 
requirements of the modern stage of the economy's development. Let us say 
directly that the measures that have been taken have turned out to be inade- 
quate to provide for the stable development of all branches of the national 
economy. 


For example, in light industry, which provides for one-fourth of the over- 
all volume of industrial output, under the Eighth Five-Year Plan the pro- 
duction volumes increased annually by an average of 9 percent and under the 
Ninth Five-Year Plan, by an average of 5 percent, but in 1978 the increase 
amounted to only 2.2 percent. I recall that during the past 9 months of 
this year it decreased to 0.7 percent. 


During the course of the past decade little has been done in practice to in- 
crease the production and improve the quality of cotton and wool fabrics, 
sewn items and knitted underwear. Analysis shows that the reasons for the 
serious shortcomings here lie primarily in the lack of efficiency and pro- 
duction and organization of control of the implementation and also in the 
poor development of the branch's material base. Only this can explain the 
fact that a number of important comprehensive programs, for example, for 
improving the quality and assortment of footwear, are being fulfilled un- 
satisfactorily. It is precisely because of a lack of the proper control on 
the part of the republic Gosplan and Ministry of Light Industry that a con- 
siderable part of the planned measures remain unrealized. This situation 
has arisen primarily because certain ministries and departments have not 
fulfilled the assignments set for them. They include the Ministry of Con- 
Struction, the Ministry of the Meat and Dairy Industry, the Latvbytkhim 
Association, the State Committee for Vocational and Technical Education, 
and several others. As a result, it turns out that there is some kind of 
comprehensive program, but so far there is not high quality in footwear. 


Similary shortcomings of an internal nature, as it were, also essentially 
reduce the results of the operation of other republic branches: capital 
construction, the construction materials industry, forestry and the timber 
industry. 


Leaders of a number of ministries and departments try the explain shortcom 
ings in their work for seeking out and utilizing internal reserves by so- 
called objective difficulties. 
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As for difficulties of an economic nature, they actually do still exist 
both in the republic and in the country as a whole. Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
discussed them in his speech at the November (1978) Plenum of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee. We are taking these factors into account in our work. 

But at the same time it is absolutely inadmissible to cover our own short- 
comings by pointing to objective difficulties and objective factors. 


The basis for increasing production efficiency and improving the quality 
of work, like the basis for the solution of any problem, is improvement in 
the organization, forms, methods and style of our work. 


In light of the forthcoming restructuring, it becomes very important to have 
efficiency and smoothness in the work of republic agencies for administrat- 
ing the economy, above all, the Gosplan, the ministries and departments, 

and the associations and enterprises under union jurisdiction. It becomes 
very important to make sure that they have complete cooperation in solving 
the key problems of intensification of production, particularly in increas- 
ing labor productivity and the output-capital ratio, accelerating the intro- 
duction of the achievements of science and technology into production, im- 
proving product quality and economizing on raw material and energy resources. 


it is necessary to change the customary views on the existing situation and 
»vercome the adherence to outdated patterns in the management and organiza- 
tion of business. Now as never before it is important to analyze exacting- 
'y and .n a partylike manner everything that impedes or can impede work un- 
der the new conditions. 


We must resolutely restructure our work because of the completely unsatis- 
factory situation with respect to planning discipline. 


judge for youselves. While industry fulfilled the republic nine-month plan 
for product sales, 58 enterprises did not meet it. They failed to sell more 
than 33 million rubles’ worth of products. Almost half of the enterprises 
that lagged behind were from the ministries of the construction materials 
industry, construction, forestry and timber processing. 


The practice of adjusting planning assignments so that they are lower cannot 
hut arouse serious concern. Because of such corrections in the plan the 
increase in product sales during 9 months of this yea1t amounted to less than 


i percent of the increase for the corresponding period of last year, even 
though the envisioned increase was 3.9 percent. 


During the 9 months of this year 82 enterprises failed to fulfill the plan 
for Labor productivity. 


special concern is aroused by the fact that in the republic's industry, 
above all in enterprises of ministries of union-republic jurisdiction, in 
1979 there was a tendency for the average monthly earnings to increase more 
rapidly than labor productivity. 
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Unfortunately, the republic Gosplan, ministries and departments have still 
not been able to find and utilize more effective forms and methods of con- 
trolling these processes. 


At many enterprises the plans for organizational and technical measures and 
new technical equipment include very few measures directed toward sharply 
increasing labor productivity. 


Measures for improving the economic mechanism have as their goal more de- 
cisively changing the economy over to the path of intensive development, 
providing for more rapid introduction of the achievements of science and 
technology, and creating realistic organizational and material-technical 
prerequisites for acceleration of the increase in labor productivity. 


The republic Gosplan, the ministries and departments, and all our party, 
trade-union and Komsomol organizations must more actively search out addi- 
tional reserves for increasing savings, above all, through increasing labor 
productivity. 


Utilizing labor resources with maximum effectiveness is a special task. One 
of the most important directions here is reducing the proportion of workers 
engaged in less productive manual and heavy physical labor. 


The republic has a certain amount of experience in this area. The compre- 
hensive program entitled "Mechanization of Manual and Heavy Physical Labor 
in Industry, Transportation and Other Branches of the National Economy of 
the Latvian SSR Under the Tenth Five-Year Plan," even in the first stages 
of its implementation produced quite appreciable results. During 3 years 
of the five-year plan, as a result of the implementation of more than 3,000 
organizational and technical measures, 12,900 people were released from 
heavy physical labor. The economic effect from the implementation of the 
comprehensive program reached 42 million rubles. 


Still its must be noted that the level of mechanization and automation of 
production in many branches is still inadequate. This means that the work 
in this direction must become much more active. The party gorkoms and ray- 
koms should assume the strictest control over the course of the development 
and implementation of assignments in this important program 


A large group of measures will also have to be implemented in order to in- 
crease the efficiency of the utilization of fixed capital, especially in 
industry. 


Since the beginning of the current five-year plan fixed industrial-produc- 
tion capital in the republic has increased by 700 million rubles and capital 
availability -- by 24 percent. Party gorkoms and raykoms, ministries, de- 
partments, planning agencies and collectives of industrial enterprises hav 
exerted great efforts directed toward improving the utilization of produc- 
tion capital. 








But here we have still not achieved appreciable results. Even on the 
contrary, in recent years a number of branches of industry and a number 

of enterprises under union jurisdiction have had a tendency toward reduc- 
tion of the output-capital ratio. I have in mind the ministries of con- 
structton, the wood processing industry and the industrial construction 
materials industry, the fishing administration, the Latbumprom and Radio- 
tekhnika associations, the Liyepaysel'mash plant and several other organi- 
zations. 


The incomplete utilization of production capacities, the excessive supplies 
of uninstalled equipment, the low coefficient of shift work and even short- 
comings in labor organization have also had a negative effect on the level 
of output-capital ratio. 


One of the important directions for increasing production efficiency, as is 
clear from the decrees of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council 
of Ministers, is raising the technical level and improving the quality of 
products that are produced. In keeping with the decision of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia, since the beginning of the five- 
year plan work has been done to develop and introduce a comprehensive sys- 
tem of quality control for industrial products on a republic scale. The 
experience of the Latvian SSR in this area was demonstrated last year at 
the Exhibition of the Achievements of the National Economy of the USSR and 

at cation From the broad public. The large amount of diverse work for 
developing and introducing complex systems for controlling product quality 
is being done by relying on the experience of leading enterprises of Moscow, 
Leningrad, L'vov and other industrial centers of the country as well as par- 
ty gorkoms and raykoms and local party organizations. The absolute majority 
of production associations and large industrial enterprises have completed 
certification of products in the various quality categories. During 3 years 
of the five-year plan the volume of output of products in the highest quali- 
ty category more than doubled. 


vit still the quality of many kinds of industrial products does not yet meet 
modern requirements. 


In the decisions adopted by the party and government, a number of measures 
are earmarked for encouraging quality. In particular, there are increased 
amounts of incentive increments to the wholesale price for new, highly ef- 
fective products which correspond in their parameters to the best domestic 
ind foreign models, depending on the annual economic effect and on the out- 
put and utilization of these products. When there is a significant improve- 
ment in the quality of consumer goods that are produced and when they are 
awarded the Emblem of Quality, deductions into the economic incentive funds 
of the enterprises are made in increase amounts. 


At the same time, the requirements on the products that are produced are 
greater. Even before the end of the current five-year plan, for example, 
it will be necessary to evaluate the technical level of >’? “nds of ma- 
chines, equipment, instruments and other technical produc... st are produced 


42 








and to develop and implement measures for raising their technical and eco- 
nomic indicators. Stricter sanctions are being introduced for the output 
of poor-quality products. All this will contribute considerably to improv- 
ing the quality of items produced by enterprises of the republic. 


Problems of efficiency and quality and the possibilities of further inten- 
sification of the national economy are most closely related to questions of 
accelerating scientific and technical progress. 


The new decrees of the party and the government establish a strict and well- 
Structured system of long-term, five-year and annual planning in this impor- 
tant sphere. 


The comprehensive program for scientific and technical progress drawn up for 
20 years regarding the most crucial national economic problems will become 
the basis for determining the main directions for the development of science 
and technology in our country. 


In preceding years as well, our republic has done a certain amount of work 
for increasing the efficiency of scientific research, accelerating the in- 
troduction of scientific achievements and strengthening the tie between sci- 
ence and production. 


But the work of a number of scientific research, planning and design, and 
technological organizations is still not effective enough. Their scientific 
subject plans are overloaded with secondary subjects and are poorly coordi- 
nated with the concrete tasks of labor collectives for resolving the key 
problems of effectivness and quality, increasing labor productivity and out- 
put-capital ratio, improving product quality, economizing on resources, pro- 
tecting nature and the environment and other issues. 


The decrees of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers 


earmark developing and implementing measures for further improving the ad- 
ministrative structure and overcoming departmental separation. 

Since the main autonomously financed organizations in industry and construc- 
tion must become associations, one should concentrate attention on perfect- 
ing their organization and improving their activity. 

There are no 66 production and scientific-production associations in opera- 


tion in the republic. Their proportion of the overall volume of products 
sold amounted to 35 percent in 1977 and 49.7 percent in 1978, and their pro- 
portion of the overall volume of profit amounted to 30 and 43 percent, re- 
spectively. 


The greatest concentration within the framework of associations has been 
achieved in the electronic industry, the communications industry and light 
industry. 

















The work experience of such production associations as Al'fa, Komnutator, 
Riga, Latviya, Dzintars, Rigas Audums and many others unquestionably con- 
vince us that the course toward creating associations is the only true one. 


Nonetheless, the importance of this work is not yet correctly understood 
everywhere. Many general schemes are confined within the framework of in- 
dividual ministries or departments. The republic has not yet created a 
single interbranch association. Territorial industrial complexes are de- 
veloping poorly in the regions. There ars cases of a strictly formal ap- 
proach to the formation of associations. 


An analysis conducted recently by the republic Gosplan and Central Statis- 
tical Administration also revealed other serious omissions in this important 
matter. It would obviously be expedient to develop additional measures for 
further concentration and specialization of industrial production, taking 
into accvcunt the experience of the branches and association that have 
achieved the best results. 


In addition to an analysis of the current activity, it is now also important 
to carefully analyze and generalize the results of economic experiments and 
advanced practice in management. In this connection, economic and planning 
igencies as well as city and rayon party committees must attentively study 


the experience of enterprises and branches which are developing important 
individual elements of the new economic methods. We must arm ourselves 

wi h everything that is valuable and everything that has proved itself. 

For example, the experience in applying the brigade form of labor organiza- 
tion and material incentives is worthy of attention. One of our first or- 


ganizations to evaluate the advantages of this method was the Riga Produc- 
tion Association VEF imeni V. I. Lenin. About 6,000 people are already 
working according to the brigade contract method here. The effectiveness 

of the method is clearly confirmed by their good final results. For example, 
the labor productivity of workers organized in the new way was higher than 
with traditional forms of labor and payment by an average of 3 percent 
throughout the association. 


\t the present time, about 170 brigades like this have been created in the 
association. Analysis shows that intrashift losses are considerably less 
in them and labor turnover is decreasing sharply. One can give as an exam 
» the brigade in charge of large components in the mechanics shop headed 
by the communist V. D. Tsamutolin. This brigade, which consists of 31 work- 
ers, was one of the initiators of the changeover to new forms of labor or- 
ganization. Regularly overfulfilling production assignments, it is already 
ompleting the plan for January of next year. Since the beginning of this 
year, as a result of advanced labor techniques, the brigade has saved more 


than a thousand rubles" worth of materials and electric power. All members 
of this collective have mastered related occupations. In recent years 
there has been no Labor turnover in the brigade and there has not been a 


single case of violation of labor or production discipline. 








And the party committee of the VEF Associsiion acted quite correctly when 
it generalized the experience of the leading brigade and recommended that 
it be widely disseminated. 


There are similar examples in a number of other enterprises in the republic. 


But still in many associations, plants, factories and construction sites, 
brigade forms of organization and encouragement of labor are being intro- 
duced extremely slowly or they exist only formally. 


The Latvian republic council of trade unions and branch and factory-plant 
committees should exert an active influence on this process. Trade-union 
organizations are called upon to provide for the development of effective 
systems of additional payments and bonuses for working in an expanded ser- 
vice zone, combining jobs and increasivag qualifications. It is necessary 

to work persistently for a changeover wherever it is expedient to brigade 
methods which, as was envisioned by the decree of the CPSU Central Committee 
and the USSR Council of Ministers, should become the main form of labor or- 
ganization. 


The republic Komsomol organizations can and should do a great deal in this 
area. 


Ihe development of collective forms of labor organization should take place 
under the supervision of party committees, shop party organizations and 
party groups. Special attention should be devoted to the selection of bri- 
gade leaders and experienced tutors, that is, people who are capable of cre- 
ating in the collective a situation of mutual exactingness and demanding- 
ness as well as friendly solidarity in the work. 


When developin, the brigade method of labor organization it is important to 
achieve a harmonious combination of moral and material incentives and to 
enlist all workers more extensively in resolving production and educational 
problems. 


Communists are obliged to provide an example of obdservance of democratic 
bases in production administration. It is their duty to contribute to 
strengthening the role and authority of soviets of brigades. 


Construction organizations of the republic also have a certain amount of 
experience in brigade forms of labor organization according to the method 
of N. Zlobin. Valuable experience in coordiating the activities of trans- 
portation organizations has been accumulated in the cities of Riga and 
Ventspils. 


The task consists in studying and propagandizing advanced practice every- 
where so that it occupies a predominant role in the work of improving the 
economic mechanism. It should be noted, incidentally, that the decree of 
the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers envisions 








introducing into the five-year plans of the enterprises a new directive 
indicator concerning the introduction of advanced practice in the area of 
technology, scientific organization of labor, production and administra- 
tion. 


A good example has already been set here by the collectives of light indus- 
try enterprises where a system of planned study, generalization and intro- 
duction of advanced practice has been formed on a branch scale. 


The republic soviet and branch trade-union committees must support this 
useful undertaking. 


Summing up the organizational, political and ideological-educational work 
in light of the new decrees, it is necessary to recall that improvement of 
the economic mechanism is being developed “on the move," under the condi- 
tions of a tense struggle for the fulfillment of the assignments and com- 
mitments of the Tenth Five-Year Plan. And much depends on how we complete 
this year and how we work next year, the final one of the five-year plan. 


Everyone knows that this year raised many difficult problems for the collec- 
tives. The severe winter taught us a good lesson. But a whole number of 


<ecutives have not drawn the proper conclusions from this, even up to the 
preseot time. An analysis of the state of affairs in preparing for the 
mitumm and winter period, especially in questions of providing fuel and 


power resources, again revealed serious shortcomings. I would like to es- 
pecially remind all those who are directly responsible for this part of the 
work that today's carelessness and irresponsibility can lead to difficult 
consequences. 


As usual, the transportation problem is critical, especially rail trans- 
portation. The party and government are undertaking energetic measures to 
improve this work. 


Fach transportation unit, each car and platform must be used with the great- 
est efficiency. Yet each day we have 150-200 cars that remain unloaded, 
for which the enterprises and organizations are to blame. Their average 
amount of idle time on sidings during 8 months exceeded the norm by 0.56 


hours. 


There is an especially large number of complaints against enterprises of 
the Ministry of Forestry and Timber Industry. Here the idle time of rail- 
road cars on sidings is exceeding the norm by 1.5 hours this year. 


The managers of the Administration of the Baltic Railroad do not always dis- 
play the proper efficiency either. They have still not taken exhaustive 
measures to provide for efficiency and smoothness in the work of all units 
of the transportation conveyor. 
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No smal' amount of responsibility for incomplete and tardy provision of 

raw and processed materials for national economic facilities lies with the 
republic Gossnab as well. Its managers sometimes do not have enough initia- 
tive, enterprisingness or the proper amount of concern for production needs. 


As usual, the state of affairs remains complicated in capital construction 
where planning assignments are not fulfilled from ycar to year. It is ne- 
cessary to eliminate shortcomings more rapidly, utilize all internal re- 
serves efficiently and observe planning discipline more strictly. 


Comrades! 


The decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers, 
"On Improving Planning and Strengthening the Influence of the Economic 
Mechanism on Increasing the Efficiency of Production and the Quality of 
Work,” pertains fully to agricultural workers as well. 


The achievement of good results from agricultural labor is unthinkable with- 
out a carefully developed and substantiated program for the development of 
this branch or without improvement of the economic mechanism in al! spheres 
of its activity. 


In the forefront here are such factors in the growth of agricultural produc- 
tion as a scientific approach to planning, efficient utilization of land, 
technical equipment and all existing material resources, improvement in the 
organization of Labor and administration of agricultural production, and 
increased responsibility of agricultural personnel for unconditional ful- 
fillment of the plans and assignments that have been set. 


This year the efforts of the republic party organization and, above all, 
agricultural workers are directed toward rapid elimination of the conse- 
quences of last year, which was unprecedented in terms of the difficulty 
of the weather conditions. This caused us a great deal of harm. 


As vou know, the 12th Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Latvia, which was held in March of this year, earmarked a concrete pro- 
gram in this area. 


It must be noted that the tasks set by the Plenum are being successfully 
fulfilled. Agricultural workers have exerted a good deal of effort in order 
to overcome the existing arrears in the production of animal husbandry and 
crop growing products. The number of head of livestock, especially hogs 
and poultry, has increased on the kolkhozes and sovkhozes. The birth rate 
of young pigs is considerably greater than last year. As a result, the 
number of head of hogs has already increased by more than 13 percent. A 
large amount of work is being done for additional construction of animal 
husbandry facilities. We have put into operation or will be completing con- 
struction in October on 190 sties of a simplified type. Spring field work 
was done on time and with good quality. The areas planted in grain crops 
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were significantly lazger than indicated by the planning assignments. 
Agricultural workers are devoting special attention to feed production. 

As a result, they have procured more hay, silage and grass meal than last 
year. The quality of the feeds that are prepared has improved significant- 
ly. Applying the experience of farmers in Ipatovskiy Rayon in Stawropol ‘skiy 
Kray, machine operators of the republic have promptly completed harvesting 
grain crops and planting winter crops. The majcrity of farms did this work 
at the best agrotechnical times. A good crop of potatoes was obtained and 
the work for completing the harvest of sugar beets and feed root crops is 
being stepped up. 


Workers ef the republic's cities, student and school youth, military person- 
nel from the Krasnoznamenyy Pribaltiskiy Military District and border guards 
have rendered and are rendering much assistance to agriculture. 


But we must admit that we have not managed to overcome all difficulties. 


Because of the unstable weather conditions in July and subsequent months of 
this year, the ripening of grain crops was delayed, which had a severe effect 
on their productivity and caused a significant shortage of grain. This, in 
turn, creates many difficulties in providing livestock with concentrated 
feeds in the winter period. 


In this nection, a task was set for agricultural workers and party, trade- 
.on anc xomsomol organizations of the kolkhozes and sovkhozes: to do 


everything necessary to make maximum use of autumn days for augmenting feed 
supplies. 


It is still not too late and we must energetically continue the work for the 
preparation of grass meal and the laying in of silage. We must utilize more 
efficiently the tops of sugar beets and fodder root crops as well as wastes 
from vegetable growing for feed for livestock. This year there is every 
opportunity to augment the rations of the animals, especially hogs, with 


potatoes. To this end, it is necessary to gather them all without losses 
ind make it mandatory to harvest the tubers repeatedly. It is also neces- 
sary to organize extensively the purchase of potatoes from the population. 
It is important for each farm to have installed aggregates for processing 
and tlavoring feeds. All this will be a good guarantee of successful win- 


tering of the livestock. All farms of the republic should take exhaustive 
measures not only for unconditional preservation, but also for increasing 
the number of head of livestock, especially large horned cattle. The number 
ot them should increase significantly in the near future. 


Special attention should be c ij to prompt preparation of the farms for 
the stabling period, the co. of construction and repair work, and the 
hecking of electrical power iin neating supply and running water. Last 


winter showed that the smallest oversight here can develop into a sharp re- 
duction in the productivity of the animals. 
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In a word, comrades, at each enterprise and construction site, in each or- 
ganization, kolkhoz and sovkhoz, it is necessary to analyze deeply the exist- 
ing practice of management, to generalize and strengthen existing positive 
experience, and to earmark ways of : liminating shortcomings. 


1 should like to emphasize once again that we must clearly understand that 
the forthcoming restructuring of the economic mechanism is not only of great 
economic significance, but also of great political significance. Therefore 
party organizations and party committees should be the real organizers of 
the implementation of the measures that have been earmarked. 


The CPSU Centr:.1 Committee has determined the policy for discussing the de- 
crees that have been adopted. 


The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia has also developed 
the corresponding measures. 


One of the most important tasks at the present time is to provide for exten- 
Sive study and explanation of the essence of the documents that have been 
adopted, utilizing all means of propaganda and agitation. Party committees 
must reach a point where each worker, whether one is speaking about a labor- 
er or a production manager, clearly understands the new possibilities that 
are opened up for our homeland's economic progress by the orientation to- 
ward the achievement of high final national economic results. 


It is necessary to develop more actively the propagandistic and explanatory 
work in our press, television and radio. Means of mass information and pro- 
paganda must clearly and intelligibly show the experience accumulated by 
enterprises and workers under the new conditions, and they must ccnvincing- 
ly present the idea that increasing the efficiency of production and improv- 
ing the quality of work is an indispensable condition for further streng- 
thening of our country's might and improving public well-being. 


It goes without saying that explanatory work should be regular and organized. 
The effect of the decrees of the CPSU Central Committee and the government 
are intended for a long period and therefore they should be studied and 
publicized purposively and in detail, and not in a capricious way. The ex- 
planation of the decrees of the CPS! Central Committee and the USSR Council 
of Ministers should be undertaken by the best propaganda forces: eminent 
economists, scientists, enterprise managers, party and soviet workers, agi- 
tators, political informers and lecturers. Party gorkoms and raykoms should 
organize courses and seminars for the ideological aktiv, and develop recom- 
mendations for studying and explaining these decrees. An important role in 
the training of ideological personnel should be played by regular seminars 
in the House of Political Education under the Central Committee of the Com 
munist Party of Latvia as well as the party gorkoms and raykoms where or- 
ganizers of Marxist-Leninist education raise the theoretical and methodolo- 
gical level. It should obviously be emphasized, comrades, that many points 
in the earmarked system of measures for improving the economic mechanism 

ire new to us and therefore it will be necessary to start largely anew in 
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comprehending the rudiments of economic science. All party, soviet, trade- 
union and Komsomol activists, economic managers, econvumists and other spe- 
cialists and workers will have to learn. All forms of training should be 
put into operation here. Problems and ways of further improvement of plan- 
ning and administration should become the subject of in-depth study in all 
areas of the system of political and ecowomic education as well as in semi- 
nars and permanent courses. 


The changeover to the new conditions makes it incumbent on us to analyze 
again the condition of the training of specialists in the national economy 
at the repub.ic's training institutions. There are still many shortcomings 
in this work. 


The success of the matter will depend significantly on the quality and smooth- 
ness of the work of economic services of ministries, associations and enter- 
prises. But analysis shows that in a number of leading branches of the na- 
tional economy -- machine building, instrument building, construction and 
transportation -- there is a shortage of skilled economists. In many eco- 
nomic services, especially in planning and financial divisions, supply and 
sales divisions, labor and wages divisions and bureaus of economic analysis, 
there is still a large proportion of workers who do not have a specialized 
education. 


We ot but be alarmed by the fact that the republic VUZ's are graduating 
iewer coonomists. The Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Educa- 
tion. party organizations and leaders of the WUZ's and tekhnikums must de- 
velop a program of measures directed toward improving planning and the 
training of specialists as well as systems for selecting youth for training 
and placing graduates. 


In developing problems of improving planning and perfecting the economic 
mechanism, there should be greater activity on the part of economic scien- 
tists, above all, workers of the Institute of Ecenomics of the Latvian SSR 
Academy of Sciences and the Scientific Research Institute of Planning of 
the republic Gosplan. It must be said directly that so far they owe a great 
debt to production collectives. Economic science and our scientists are 
called upon to give industry well-founded answers to all crucial problems 
in the development of branches of the republic national economy. 


The introduction of new principles for evaluating economic activity will 
require that party, trade-union and Komsomol organizations as well as eco- 
nomic managers essential improve educational work in labor collectives. 

Fach communist, Komsomol member and worker must take a fully responsible 
attitude toward the fulfillment of the tasks earmarked by the decrees of the 
CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers and deeply under- 
stand his position and role in their implementation. 


The documents of the party central committee and the Soviet government open 
up a large arena for the manifestation of the initiative of labor collec- 
tives, for further advancement of socialist competition and for the movement 


for a communist attitude toward labor. 
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Comrades! 


In an atmosphere of creative labor, purposive creative energy, socialist 
optimism and firm belief in the future, workers of our republic, li«xe all 
Soviet people, are preparing to celebrate an extremely important and joyous 
holiday: the 62d anniversary of Great October. The appeals of the CPSU 
Central Committee at this glorious time raise even higher the patriotic 
feelings and the creative energy of the millions. 


Addressing the country's workers, the CPSU Central Committee is calling upon 
each and every one to participate actively in the further improvement of 
socialist production and the acceleration of scientific and technical pro- 
gress, and to utilize reserves more fully for the achievement of high final 
national economic results and increase output of high-quality items. 


Permit me, comrades,to express my firm conviction that the republic party 

organization will do everything necessary to implement the earmarked mea- 

sures, will provide for another powerful upsurge of the national economy, 

and will make a weighty contribution to strengthening the might of our so- 
cialist homeland. 
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REGIONAL 


LATVIAN REPUBLIC PARTY-ECONOMIC AKTIV ON WINTER FUEL AND ELECTRICITY 
Riga SOVETSKAYA LATVIYA in Russian 18 Oct 79 pp 1-2 
[Article: "Thriftiness and Assiduity in Each Section"] 


[Text] A meeting of the republic party and economic aktiv was held in Riga. 
Participants discussed the question of the tasks of party, soviet and eco- 
nomic agencies for improving the work of the republic national economy un- 
der winter conditions and strengthening the conditions for economizing on 
tuel and energy resources in light of the instructions of General Secretary 
of the CPSU Central Committee, chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. 


E. Ya. Aushkap, secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Latvia, gave a speech on this subject. 


Participating in the discussions about the speech were I. Ya. Ayzsilineks, 
first secretary of the Yelgava party gorkom; M. Ya. Dubra, chairman of the 
Riga gorispolkom; P. B. Patenko, deputy chairman of the People's Control 
Committee of the Latvian SSR; P. A. Krumin'sh, first secretary of the 
Valmiyerskiy party raykom; I. A. Pumpur, first deputy chief of the Main 
Administration of Power and Electrification of the Latvian SSR; and V. P. 
Dyatchin, chief of the Main Administration for Supply and Sales of Petro- 
leum, Petroleum Products and Solid Fuel under the Latvian SSR Council of 
Ministers. 


it was noted at the meeting that the preparation of the republic national 
economy for work during the autumn and winter period is one of the most 
important tasks of the ministries and departments of the Latvian SSR, par- 
ty, soviet and economic agencies, and enterprises and organizations. As 

was emphasized in the speech and the remarks of the participants in the 
meeting, the smooth and productive work of labor collectives, the fulfill- 
ment of planning assignments of this year and the five-year plan as a whole, 
ind normal conditions for the life and daily activity of the population 
depend largely on the quality of preparation for winter. 


The republic has completed a certain amount of preparation for winter. A 
complex of measures has been developed and is being implemented in order to 
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provide the national economy and the population of the Latvian SSR with 

fuel and electric and thermal energy during the autumn and winter period 

of 1979-1980. Control over the utilization of fuel and energy resources is 
being improved. The labor collectives are extensively developing socialist 
competition for economy and thriftiness. During the first half of this year, 
100,400 kilowatt-hours of electric power and 39,000 gigacalories of thermal 
energy were saved. 


Additionally, participants in the meeting concentrated their attention on 
unsolved problems. It was pointed out that the situation with respect to 
providing the national economy and population of the republic with fuel and 
energy resources remains critical. Many ministries and departments as well 
as ispolkoms of city and rayon soviets of people's deputies are not satis- 
factorily fulfilling assignments for decentralized procurement of wood. 

The work for improving accounting and control of the utilization of fuel, 
especially petroleum products, is still weak, and the proper amount of atten- 
tion is not being paid everywhere to questions of economizing on electric 
and thermal energy. The work for constructing and introducing facilities 
of the republic fuel and energy complex is behind schedule. A number of 
cities and rayons have still not completed the repair of boilers and heat- 
ing networks. 


In this connection, it was emphasized that the party gorkoms and raykoms, 
the Latvian SSR Gosbank, the Gossnab, Latvglavenergo, Glavneftetopsnabsbyt, 
Glavgaz, the ministries and departments and executive committees of city 
and rayon soviets of people's deputies should take exhaustive measures for 
supplying the national economy and the population of the Latvian SSR with 
fuel and electric and thermal energy during the autumn and winter period. 
It is necessary to devote special attention to prompt startup of new energy 
capacities and to repairing and making ready existing facilities of the 
energy complex. It was emphasized in the speech and the remarks that it is 
especially important to make sure that all losses are avoided during the 
preparation, transportation and storage of fuel and during the production 
and transmission of electric and thermal energy. 


The meeting directed city and rayon party committees, ministries and depart- 
ments, and people's control agencies to make sure that all labor collectives 
achieve efficient utilization of energy resources and in all ways increase 
the responsibility of economic leaders for strict observance of expenditure 
norms and ceilings. 


Yu. Ya. Ruben, chairman of the Latvian SSR Council of Ministers, gave a 
speech devoted to crucial problems of preparing the republic national eco- 
nomy for operation under winter conditions and strengthening conditions 
for economizing on fuel and energy resources. 


A. E. Voss, a member of the CPSU Central Committee and first secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Latvia, made concluding 
remarks to the participants in the meeting. 
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The decree that was adopted by the meeting of the party and economic aktiv 
expressed confidence that party, soviet, economic, trade-union and Komsomol 
organzations as well as labor collectives of the republic would do every- 


thing necessary to improve the preparation of the national economy for work 
under winter conditions. 


Participating in the work of the meeting of the republic party and economic 
aktiv were Comrades E. K. Beman, R. O. Berro, E. K. Peterson, P. Ya. 
Strautmanis, V. A. Chemm, L. I. Avdyukevich, Ya. Ya. Bagris, A. K. Zitmanis, 
and the instructor from the CPSU Central Committee, S. M. Nesterenko. 
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